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The following
story
was extracted
from an article
which appeared
in
quoting
the Leavenworth
(KS)
the New York Times, Wed. Aug. 1, 1883 issue
Times.
It concerns
a visit
which Chester
A. ARTHUR, a young lawyer from
New York City,
made to Kansas on a prospecting
tour
of the west in the
summer of 1857.
This young man later
became President
of the United
States.

"-/

On the four month tour,
the future
President
was accompanied
by
Henry P. GARDINER. Enroute
to the West, the two stopped
in Michigan,
Wisconsin,
and Iowa and visited
in St. Louis and St. Joseph,
Missouri
where they remained
about a month.
They went on to Leavenworth,
Kansas
where they purchased
a good deal of property
(200-300 lots).
This was
a period
of flush
time all through
the West and speculation,
especially
in real
estate,
ran wild.
At one time ARTHUR thought
that
the investment
would be a grand success,
but the panic later
that year caused
the bottom
to fallout
of the market
and the future
President
did not amass fortunes
from the Leavenworth
investment.

,

From Leavenworth,
f.1r. ARTHURwent to Lawrence by stage
and he remembers agreeably
the excellent
natural
road upon which the stage
ran
through
the Delaware
Indian
reservation
and the picturesque
country
that
bordered
it.
He was less
enthusiastic
in describing
the horrible
ride
to Weston along the bluff
and across
the Missouri
bottom.
At Lawrence,
Mr. P~THUR and his friend
stopped
at the American House which was later
destroyed
by the cut-throat
QUANTRELLin his destructive
raid of 1863).
Here ARTHURfirst
met Gen. James H. LANE, better
known to old Kansans
and still
affectionately
spoken of by: them as "Jim" or "Old Jim" LANE.
LANE introduced
himself
to the visitors
and also introduced
Sam WALKER,
known and liked
by every man of the old times as one of the sturdiest,
truest,
bravest,
and most efficient
friends
of freedom
that ever touched
the Territory.
The President
later
spoke of him almost
in terms of endearment,
styling
him "the celebrated
Sheriff
WALKER" and adding,
"I
always liked
WALKERvery much indeed."
"I think
that the man who most
I

impressed me, of all the men I met and talked with at that time was Sam
VrALKER.

"

It was from these men that he gained a clear idea of the poli\-/

tical situation in the Territory as it existed at that time.
One morning Mr.-Arthur started with his friend to ride from Lawrence
to Lecompton, along or near the Kansas River. They were on horseback and
it was a beautiful summer morning in August. About half way between
Lawrence and Lecompton they were overtaken by LANE and WALKER, who were
going up to Lecompton to attend to some business at the Land Office.

Some of the mob at that place had threatened, it was rumored, to
hang LANE if he ever came there. But, as he had important business to
transact he thought he would risk it and go over with WALKER and at~end
to it, thinking there was little or no real danger. While the party was
discussing the chances of danger, several mounted men approached, coming
from the direction of Lecompton. LANE was confident that they had gone
back to give notice of his coming, and was very anxious to ascertain if
his party were all armed. When he learned that the strangers had no
weapons he was greatly amazed. He could understand how a man coUhd come
into the territory with one shirt, or none, but how he could be desperate
enough to invade Kansas without a brace of revolvers passed his comprehension. Having an extra weapon, LANE insisted on foisting it upon the
future President, who finally took it with some amusement. The President
said he did not believe there was any danger and WALKER shared that opinion. Finally the little calvacade rode into what the President called
the "village" of Lecompton, but which in the swelling nomenclature of
the times was known as a,"ci
ty". It consisted of a few scattered houses
along a straggling street at the end of which was situated the Land Office.'-/

-

16 (?)
As they rode along a large crowd of boys ranging from 12
years of age followed yelling, "There goes Jim Lane". "Let's hang him"
but there was nothing at all of the serious character of a mob, and the
party rode along without interruption to the Land Office. Sixty or
seventy men stood around in front of the office and seemed to be having

a parley among themselvesbut no one attacked LANE n~r was violence
threatened. Several friends came up, however, and had a whispered conversation with him and advised him not to stay there as he certainly
would be attacked. The result was that LANE received back h~s pistol
and returned to Lawrence without transacting his business, Walker accompanying him.
The President remembers one circumstance that probably induced LANE
to go back, and that was that a man named BAILEY had been killed the.
night before, and LANE attributed it to politics, the deceased himself
having been an antislavery man. It turned out afterward that it was only
the result of a drunk~n brawl, with which politics had nothing whatever
to do. The man had been stabbed and the perpetrator of the crime had
not at that time been found. LANE accepted the killing as an evidence
that the town was not a favorable one to remain in and he therefore took
his leave at once.
After LANE's departure,

Mr. ARTHUR,

accompanied

by his fellow tra-

veler, went to call on Gov. Robert J. WALKER, with whom he was acquainted.
The President's

own words describe

Gov. WALKER's

house.

The building

in

~

which he lived was about

~

/- sitting
'---'

one third larger than the room in which we are
(The room appeared to be 18 or 20 feet long by 10 or 12 feet wide);

it was a story and a half house, with two rooms on the ground floor and

the upper half story contained a single apartment with a small ante room.
The stairway was on the outside of the building after the fashion of the
South and Southwest. The'lower floor was used as the office of the:jSec.
of the Territory. We went up the outside stairs and through the little
ante room in the rear of the building. In one corner of this room lay an
old saddle and in another a trunk or two. There was a big pile of law
books in still another corner, thrown down in the promiscuous manner of
corn sacks. There was no carpet on the floor. We passed through into
the front room and there found the Gov. sitting at a round table covered
with green baize (?). A few law books were on the floor and nothing
else in the room except the chair upon which the Gov. was sitting hard
at work." As is well known, the position of Gov. of Kansas was a very
important and trying one at that time. ~he two gentlemen remained in
conversation with the Gov. an hour or two and then went down to the hotel
to dinner.

A curious and rather a startling incident occurred at the dinner
table. A man who had been sitting at Mr. ARTHUR's left and who had been
plying him with questions was suddenly dragged out by the Deputy Sheriff
upon the charge of having killed BAILEY on the previous night. Learning
that his neighbor at the dinner table was a lawyer the accused, whose
name is not remembered, insisted upon retaining him for the defense in
the coming examination which was to occur immediately. Excuses and
declinations were of no avail; the man was very much determined that the
~young
lawyer from the East should remain and defend him. Finally, Mr.
ARTHUR agreed to go with him before a magistrate, but upon arriving
there succeeded in inducing him to employ other counsel.
A still more amusing and impressive circumstance which the President
recalled with ~linkling eyes and an infectious laugh, was that the Sheriff
had in the room in which the magistrate sat all the prisoners under his
charge. The jail was so insecure that he was obliged to take his prisoners with him and he had them all herded up in a corner like so many sheep.
The President remembers a little red-headed fellow, apparently about 16
years old who had been arrested for Rilling his own cousin on a quarrel
over a game of cards. There were some half-dozen other prisoners, all
crowded into the corner and surrounded with a kind of paling. The examination of the alleged murderer continued for a day or two, and the
President believes he was finally discharged, but in the meantime he
and his friend had returned to Lawrence.
The President recollects visiting one or two other places in the
Territory, but cannot now recall the particulars. He did not go to
Topeka, then scarcely more than a mere settlement, as he was informed,
but which he now knows to be a large and flourishing city. But for the
panic of 1857 and its far-reachingconsequences,the President feels
persuaded that he would have settled in the West.

Bald Eagle
/

Lecompton,

Kansas,

was first named Bald Eagle because of.the many

I

eagles in the area. Upon visiting Lane Museum, many bald eagle picture~,
replicas and even mounted bald eagles will be seen. The first mounted

eagle was presented by Wilma Morris, whose father, Boyd Scott, shot it
in the area about 1908. It remained in the attic after it was prepared
by a taxidermist until 1983, when it was given to the museum. It was a
young eagle and had not developed the white head or tail. It is in
excellent condition.
~
Recently, the museum acquired an adult bald eagle. It was shot on
a ranch west of Denver about 1910. It was prepared for a wild life
exhibit for the Daniels and Fisher Department Store, Denver, Colorado.
That store was later sold to the A. B. May Dry Goods Store also of
Denver. When the store went out of business in the early 30's, they
gave the workers that were dismantling the store, their choice of the
stuffed creatures. Galen Gregg (one of the workers and nephew of Elda
Flowers) chose the eagle. It was kept in their near-by vacation cabin
in Fraser, Colorado about 30 years. It was then moved to the garage of
their new home nearby.

In 1982 when Elda was visiting her sister, Ethel Wagner, she saw
the eagle and it occurred to her that it would make a fine display for
Lane. Her nephew thought it a splendid idea, and immediately gathered
the papers that would permit the bird to leave Colorado and enter Kansas.
Finally, in 1983 the Kansas papers - permission for Lane's owbership were ready, so Elda asked her son, Don Dietrich, to use his truck to
take her to Fraser to pick up the eagle. Mr. Gregg had carefully mounted
it, and then built a crate around it. It traveled beautifully. Upon
its arrival at Lecompton, David Paslay uncrated it, placed it on the
table of his camper, Darlene Paslay and Elda sat beside it to brace it
as it was top heavy, and it was taken to Lawrence to the K.U. Natural
History Museum to have Mr. Swearington, a curator, do some light repair
Upon its return, it was put on display in the north museum room, much ~
to the delight of the children. Now they had two eagles.
The town name, Bald Eagle, was changed almost immediately, as the
town company organization wanted a more "elite" name for this city they
hoped to be the capital of Kansas. It was decided to name it Lecompton
after Federal Judge Lecompte. There is no other town in the world with
that name.
Sere Welter
Tne following is an article in the nature of an advertisement that
appeared in The Herald, a Leavenworth, Kansas newspaper in Sept., 1854:
LECOMPTON
"This town is situated on the south side of the Kansas River, 50 miles from its
mouth, and opposite the mouth of the Santelle or Grasshopper River, the largest and
best timbered tributary of the Kansas.
The site was selected by the proprietors,
after having personally examined the greater portion of the Territory, and being
one where the best advantages for the building of a new and large town were there
immediately at hand.
Limestone, material for brick, timber of all qualities, good
spring water, grazing, and every comfort and facility that the pioneer can ask or
expect, is at command.
'The survey has been made by an experienced engineer from an Eastern city, and
all streets, squares and reservations,
have been made on a large and liberal scale.
This site can be approached by all the principal road connections in the Territory;
and the proprietors are now busily engaged in making improvements
for the reception
and comfort of the Spring emigration.
Settlers will find this place the most inviting--as every home comfort that capital can obtain will be furnished.
'Contracts

have already

been made

for the erection

of warehouses

and hotel

build-

"=""

..

ings;
and a steam saw mill will be in operation in a few days, which will turn out
from seven to ten thousand feet per diem.
Lithographs can be seen in all principal
cities of the Union, and on the ground.
Any further information can be obtained by
addressing, Hon. S. D. Lecompte, Messrs Spalding & Brady, West port, Mo., G. W. Clark,

V

potawattomie

Agency;

or by calling

upon Messrs

P/U:J"-ld£>1t

Thomas

s

& Wm. R. Simmons,

at Lecompton."

/It)iss

The message about historic Lecompton and the Lane University Museum is reaching many different locations can be exemplified by events of the past three
months. Recent articles in the "KANSAS" Magazine, the Lawrence Journal
World and the Topeka Daily Capital have continued efforts to make Lecompton
and Lane University Museum names synonymous with history and progress.
This will culminate in a record-setting attendance this year. All.this
would not be possible if it were not for the many volunteer hours spent
in hosting tours, creating displays, dusting, cleaning, mowing and helping
in so many different ways. Interest in placing items for display in Lane
Museum remains high, and is most gratifying to everyone involved in this
project. In fact, the whole membership helps promote the museum by verbal
communication or by handing out brochures, which simply means that this is
a great group of people interested in what we all believe is an outstanding
museum.
Don't forget, if you or your club or group are interested in a tour of Lane
University Museum, please contact Sara Walter, 887-6267 or Julia Springer
843-3350, or any historical society member, and they will be happy to make
arrangements for a most interesting tour.

'-/Also, the Library is open the first and third Wednesday from 1 to 3 P.M.
Sara Walter, Elda Flowers, Lydia Long and Elizabeth Long would be glad to
help you in the selection of reading material. When these ladies are not
working with the Library, they spend time cataloging items for display.
The Lecompton Historical Society now has a new brochure to promote our
museum and Lecompton. The cover page has a color picture of our bald eagle
perched atop the American and Confedera+p flags, with an exterior photo of
the Lane Museum just below it. Inside are a number of photos taken inside
the museum. Pictures of Constitution Hall and the United Methodist Church
when it was the Windsor Hotel are included. Many thanks to Opal Goodrick

for creating this most attractivebrochure.

.

Territorial Day, under the direction of Evelyn and Don Willis, was well
attended and received many fine comments. Thanks to Evelyn and Don and
all those who helped make this day successful. The Historical Society's
ice cream social was a great success. Again, this would not have been
possible without the members contributing ice cream, cake, strawberries,
and their time. Maxine Dark was in charge, and as usual, had things well
organized.

As part of Territorial Day and the United Methodist Church Bicentennial
Celebration, the morning worship service was held in the Lane University
Chapel on June 27, 1984. Rev. Gene Seeley was in charge of the service.
~

Another beautiful wedding was held in the Lane Chapel. Kim Aldrich and
Tom Vansickel were united in marriage at 4:00 P.M. on August 4th. We
wish them much happiness in future years together.

II"

Thanks to Elizabeth JOhnson, Dorothy Shaner, Marie Traxler, Opal Goodrick,
Mary Nelle Lasswell, Laverne Wilson, Elda Flowers, Shirley Funk, Warreen
Gibbons, Mae Holderman Lavina Hanna, Nellie Glenn, Arloene Simmons, Daisy ~
Wingfield, Helen Norwood and Sally Wright for helping with the Douglas
County Quilt Show; to Connie Stilson for continuing to find interesting
ways to promote Lane Museum, and to David Paslay, Clayton Dark, Mae and
Wally Holderman and Dorothy Shaner for mowing the school grounds. Also, to
Opal Goodrick, Dorothy Shaner, David Paslay, George Simmons and Bill
Anderson for helping to clean and transport different items to the museum.
The large bell from the St. Peters Catholic Church in Big Springs has been
given to the Lecompton Historical Society. The bell originally came from
the Church at Newman. Father O'Reily encouraged Clarence Melton and
George Fritton to secure the bell for the Church at Big Springs, and on
November 17, 1921, they set out in a Model T Ford to move it to the Church
there. Needless to say, it took several men to install this heavy bell
in the tower. Jason Dexter, Daryl Colton and George Simmons, along with
some heavy duty equipment loaned by Southwestern Bell Telephone Company,
made it possible for this community landmark to be placed at Lane University. Their hard work and planning are really appreciated. Their next
project will be placing the bell in an appropriate setting at Lane Museum.
If you

take

the

"Kanhistique"

Magazine,

you will

soon

req::1-:he article

"Ferries in Lecompton" which appeared in our own Bald Eagle. Thanks to
Iona Spencer and Sara Walter for researching and writing this outstanding
article.

If you are in the chapel at Lane, be sure to go to the balcony and see
~
the new, red cornices made by Opal Goodrick for the seven balcony windows.
They really look great, and complete the window treatment in the chapel.

I

Recent items received for display at Lane include: a crystal cake stand,
spooner and cruet once belonging to the parents of Bama Lasswell, and two
recipe books, one of the U.B. Ladies Aid Society, and an 1880 cook book.
Also a World War II uniform which includes an Eisenhower jacket, from Cecil
and Pat Lasswell; a "horse and buggy" picture of Walter McClanahan and a
"deli very

r

I

wagon"

picture

of Hedgerman

McClanahan,

Sr.,

from

ifJ.H.

McClana-

han; a variety of books from Rev. Paul Deever which once belonged to his
father; a picture of Henry Collins, father of Beatty Collins; school pictures from Joyce Behlke; class picture from Curtis Sehon; an old ice pick
from Phyllis Martin; Kansas Quarterly r~gazines from Sharon Porter; a picture of Denver when it was included in Kansas Territory, and other historical books and papers from Ray Gieseman; a wonderful, old oak bedroom suite,
period clothes, bread dough bucket, a very, ornate turn-of-the-century
sewing machine, a hand-carved wooden rocking horse and numerous other items
from the Will Kreipe family; a doll coverlet from Ruth Vervynck; a Friendship quilt of Kanwaka area names and a unique mousetrap from Ruth Ice;
a cherry pitter and wagon wheel tool from Wayne Stover; a rope machine
from Ralph Hildenbrand; a facial machine and some old Lecompton street pictures from Mary French; National Geographic magazines by Helen Tully; a
hand-operated English sewing machine and an ornate pump organ by Marie and
Earl Bahnmaier; a wooden barrel, wire doll buggy and doll by Bill and Marcella Anderson; a typewriter by Sharon Porter; "The Story of America"
~
from Mary Koehler; a wooden churn (Brentwood) by Mrs. Evelyn Graber; some

rpetrified dinosaur dung by Harold r~lliken; and a pair of baby shoes from
a recent tour visitor; several period dresses from Mae Holderman.
~uture
meeting dates are: September 13th, October 11th, November 8th and
December 13th. Our meetings start with a covered dish supper at 6:30 P.M.
followed by business meeting and program at 7:30 P.M. Everyone is welcome!
Remember that at the December meeting we will again take a group picture
for an historical record.
A large crowd gathered at Big Springs on June 6th to watch the passing of
the Olympic Torch. The runner arrived at 9:30 and lona Spencer was privileged to be part of the torch exchange by holding a torch during the
ceremony.

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Again, we are proud to add the following names to our Life Membership
say thanks and to let you know how much we appreciate your support.

John E. Vausbinder
Ann (Vausbinder) Lasswell
Cecile (Walker) Roberts
Dr. Leo J. Anderson, Jr.
Harold W. Chiles
Philip G. Wizer

Helen G. (Jeffries)Kampschroeder
Norbert D. Herschell
MEMORIAL

Winter

Winter,

Our Life Memberships

Jr.--Memorial

also to

Ross W. Cole
Louis Wesley Crady
Vivian (Goodrich) Crady
Christine (Traynor) Kraft
Robert F. Fleming
Clyde H. Kampschroeder

,
lrgaret "Peg" (Madden)Wizer
~rs. J. Earl (Laura)Endacott

M. Shipman

plaque,

LIFE MEMBERS

give by Milton

& Susan

Winter

and Fred E. and Marcia

now stand at 249

THE LECOMPTON HISTORICAL SUCIETY, Lecompton, Kansas 66050 is a non-profit
corporation for the preservation of Historic Sites. We are ea~er for continued membership and new members~
Individual membership is $2.50 per year, from December to D~~ember. Life
membership is $50 per individual. Contributions are tax deductible. Checks
should be made payable to the Lecompton Historical Society, and mailed to
Mrs. Iona Spencer, R.R. #1, Lecompton, Kansas 66050.
(Please clip and mail with your check)
$2.50 Annual
Individual Member.
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If your name or address is not correct as shown on this copy of your
Bald Eagle, please let us know.

,

We are saddened to report the deaths of four historical society members
recently:

-<

Mrs. Helen E. Oberhelman passed away May 30, 1984 in Newton Kansas.
She
was born December II, 1896 at Tecumseh, Kansas, the daughter of Peter
and Helen ~verhart.
She married Leslie Oberhelman, March 4, 1923.
He
survives.
Also su~~ving
are two daughters, ~~s. Loly Lyne and 1~s.
Arlene IVlarro. She'.was a member and contributor of the Lecompton Historical Society.
Mrs. M. Louise

Meierhoff

passed

away June 16, 1984 in Emporia,

\J

Kansas.

She was born August 5, 1904 at Quincy, Kansas. She was a retired
Executive Director of the Flint Hills Girl Scout Council and had been a
teacher at Emporia State University. She was a member of the Lecompton
Historical Society. She is survived by two daughters, Patricia M. Stein
and Mary Hardy.
Walter Brown Stauffer passed away July 18, 1984. He was born September 28,
1893 at Lecompton, the son of Lester Eversole and Eva May Brown Stauffer.
He was a pharmacist, a veteran of World War I, and later farmed near
Lecompton. He was very active in the Lecompton United Methodist Church
and the Lecompton Historical Society and helped in many different ways
as long as his health permitted. He also enjoyed creating different food
dishes from produce grown on his ovm farm. He is survived by his wife,
Ibba, and two sons, Joe Stauffer, Lecompton, and Lester Stauffer of
Lawrence, 4 grandchildrenand 5 great grandchildren. He will be missed
in the Lecompton community.
~,
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