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Kansas Territory had its origin in
1854 through the enactment
of the
Kansas-Nebraska
Bill
by the
U.S.
Congress, creati ng the terri tori es of
Nebraska and Kansas from the Nebraska
Territory.
Stephen A. Douglas, the
U.S. Senator from III i noi s, introduced
. the
bill and gave the name of Kansas to
the territory,
due to the suggestion of
Senator
Atchi nson of Missouri
who
thought it shoul d be named after the
Kansas River, which name originated
from the Kanza Indians.
The bill
provi ded for boundari es of the future
state and the type of government. The
leading
officers
were to
be the
governor and secretary
of state,
who
was to be the acting governor, when the
governor was out of the territory.
All
offi cers were to be appoi nted by the
President with the consent of Congress.
The Governors in their
order were:
Reeder, Shannon, Geary, Walker, Denver
and Medary.
The Secretari es of Sta te
wer.e: woodson, Stanton, Denver, Walsh
an.d Beebe.
The first governor, Reeder, was to
go to the City of Leavenworth to
establish
his office,
but as the city
was just bei ng bui 1t, he went on to
Fort
Leavenworth where there
were
accommodations for him and hi s staff.
Fi ndi ng it crowded and noi sy there he
moved to Shawnee Mission.
This too was
soon seen to be a compromise as it was
decided that the politics
and religion
weren't compatable.
He then moved the
government to Pawnee, but due to 1ack
of accommodations, after four days it

was moved back to Shawnee Mission.
The
conti nui ng long-term unacceptab 1i ty of
Shawnee Missi on resul ted in Lecompton
bei ng named the permanent capi ta 1 of
the territory.
Reeder was the only
territorial
governor who did not fully
establish
Lecompton as
his
home.
Reeder had passed through the Lecompton
area in 1854 when he was tak i ng the
legislative
census.
All the other
terri tori a1
governors
1i ved
in
Lecompton.
Even when the free-state
people gained control and adjourned the
1egi s1ature to Lawrence in 1858-59-60,
the governors stayed in Lecompton.

A summary of the qualifications
and
personal
appearances
of
the
appointed
territorial
governors,
and
their actions in office, follows:
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Andrew H. Reeder

1807

-

1864

Andrew H. Reeder was appointed
governor of Kansas Territory,
June 29,
1854, which event occured soon after
the Kansas-Nebraska 13i11 was passed by
Congress
and signed
by President
Pi erce.
He took the oath of offi ce
before Peter V. Daniel, one of the
Justi ces of the Supreme Court at
Washington, D.C., July 7, 1854. He was
to have a salary of $2500 per year.
He arrived
at Fort Leavenworth,
Saturday, October 7, 1854.
The 1and
was unfamil i ar to him and he knew
nobody in or near Kansas.
He
was
born
in
Easton,
Pennsylvania,
July
12, 1807.
He
received
a
thorough
academic
preparation
at Lawrenceville Seminary;
studied
law in the office
of Peter
Iksie,
Esquire
of
Northhampton,
Pennsyl vani a for three years and was
admitted to the bar in 1828. By strict
app1i cati on to the duti es of the
professi on, he became one of the
leading
lawyers,
not only of his
circuit,
but
also
the
state
of
Pennsylvania.

He had from early manhoodbeen a
most ardent and loyal Democrat and had
adopted and defended with enthusi asm,
the principle of IISquatter Sovereigntyll
and the IIKansas-Nebraska Bill.1I He had
never sought pub1i c offi ce, nor held
one,
but at
the
time of his
appointment, was considered one of the
most honest,
able,
well-balanced,
clear-headed,
reliable,
domocratic,
Kansas-Nebraska,
popular
soverignty
lawyers
in
the
country.
His
appointment gave great sati sfacti on to
the friends of the Kansas bill and the
Administration.
He was, at the time of his arrival
in Kansas, a 1i ttl e past forty-seven
years of age, with iron gray hair, a
ruddy complexion, and full blue eyes.
He
was
slightly
corpulent,
and
deliberate
in both his walk and speech.
He was of medium stature
and very
erect.
He had a gray moustache,
twisted
ala-Napoleon.
Both
in

appearance
and in fact,
he was the
idea 1 man to rul e and govern an
intelligent
and free community.
On October 14, 1854 he set out
with
a
reti nue
to
explore
the
settlements
in Kansas, which covered
some 20,000 square mi1es. The purpose
of the tour was to conduct a rough
census so that
legislative
district
1i nes coul d be drawn and a terri tori a1
legislature
elected.
On his return
November 10, 1854, he decided the most
important busi ness at hand was for the
territory
to elect a representative
to
Congress.
Thi s e1ecti on was set for
November 29, 1854.
The people of
Missouri poured into the terri tory and
elected
their
candidate,
John W.
Whitfi e 1d.
Reeder real i zed it was a
crooked election,
but gave Whitfield a
certificate
of election anyway.
Reeder then called for an election
March 30, 1855 to elect the territorial
legislature.
He had first establis.hed
his office at Fort Leavenworth, but as
it was so crowded, he moved to Shawnee
Missi on where the 1egi sl ature was to
meet.
However, IT was adjourned from
there
to meet at Pawnee, near Fort
Riley.
At Fort Riley, there was one
1arge
buil di ng,
but
no
1i vi ng
accomodations for the legislature.
Mr.
Reeder had invested money in the area
and had hoped it would be the capital,
but
due to
the
primitive
living
conditions,
the legislature
passed a

reso 1uti on

over

Reeder I s

veto,

to

return to Shawnee Missi on.
There it
was voted
to make Lecompton the
permanent capital of the territory
and
to move there as soon as more buildings
were erected.
Reeder then took a vacation, moved
hi s fami ly out of the terri tory and
went to visit
Washington,
D.C. to
confer with Congress and the President
upon the
difficulities
with
the
Missourians
and
the
accusations
concerni ng hi s 1and specul ati on at
Pawnee.
The President
urged him to
resign,
which he refused to do.
He
returned
to
Kansas
T.
and soon
thereafter
received a document dated
July 28, 1855 stating that he had been
dismissed.
He ceased
acting
as
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governor August 15th.
In the dead of
night,
dressed as a woodcutter,
he
departed
Lecompton for Kansas City,
where he boarded a passenger boat bound
for Illinois.
From there he travelled
on to hi s home in Pennsyl vani a.
He
1ater returned to Kansas and became a
free-state
party
leader.
He
parti ci pated in the conventi on at Big
Springs and also was a part of the
Topeka Consti tuti ona1 Conventi on.
He
and James Lane were elected
state
senators,
but as that constitution
was
not adopted, he could not take his
seat.
He then returned to hi slaw
practice,
dying in 1864 at his Easton,
Pennsylvania residence.
--

Wilson Shannon
1802 - 1878
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Death of Ex-Governor Reeder
The fo 11o\'/ing arti c1e was taken from
the St.
Loui s Union newspaper of
Thursday, July 14, 1864.

I
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force slavery upon it were so plain,
the conduct of the pro-slavery
leaders
so violent
and lawless,
and the
connivance of the Pierce Administration
at their brutalities
so manifest, that
he resigned his position, abandoned the
Democrati c party, and became a zealous
adherent
of the Repub1i can party,
brought into life by the disorders and
disputes in which he was a conspicuous
though feeble actor.
On one occasi on
he was assulted
by Stringfellow,
the
leading Border Ruffian of the day, and
as the strife
between the hostile
factions
in Kansas grew hot, he was
forced to escape from the Territory
through Missouri in di sgui se to avoi d
assassination.
He was a quiet,
unobtrusi ve
man,
di squa 1ifi ed
by
temperament and by the habi ts of hi s
profession
of editor,
for the rude
drama in which he was an unwilling
actor.

Andrew A. Reeder died at his
residence at Easton, Pa., last Monday.
He is chi efly known to us of Missouri
as first
Governor of the Territory
of
Kansas, to which he was appoi nted by
President Pierce, immediately after the
organization of the Territory,
with the
expectation
that he would lend himself
as an acti ve agent in enforci ng the
sl avery extensi on programme, of which
the unfortunate repeal of the Missouri
Compromise was the first
step, and of
which such men as Stringfellow,
Buford,
and H. Clay Pate were the unscrupulous
instruments.
But Gov. Reeder refused
to 1end hi mself to the scheme. He was
a Democrat of the straightest
sect, and
had no parti cul ar objecti on of seei ng
Kansas qui etly become a sl ave state;
but the outcroppings
of the plot to

Wilson Shannon was a native of
Ohio Territory
where he was born in
February 1802. He was the youngest of
nine children,
seven boys and two
girls.
In the winter of 1803 his
father was frozen to death whi1e on a
hunting expidition,
and the widowed
mother and her family were left
to
struggle with life as best they could.
John, the oldest
son, then 19,
took up the cares of the farm, and
aided his younger brothers in gaining a
livlihood
and establishing
themselves
in life.
Wilson Shannon worked on the
farm until he was nineteen,
at which
time
he entered
Ohio University,
Athens, Ohio for two years; then he
went
to
Transylvania
university,
Lexi ngton~ where he completed
hi s
education and studied law in the office
of hi s brothers.
In 1826 he returned
to St. Clairsville,
his old home, and
commenced the practice of law. He soon
became known as one of the ablest
lawyers in the state.
While there he
married into the E. Ellis family.
Mr.
Ellis was the clerk of the local court.
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governor August 15th.
In the dead of
night,
dressed as a woodcutter,
he
departed
Lecompton for Kansas City,
where he boarded a passenger boat bound
for Illinois.
From there he travelled
on to hi s home in Pennsyl vani a.
He
1ater returned to Kansas and became a
free-state
party
leader.
He
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in the convention at Big
Springs and also was a part of the
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and James Lane were elected
state
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seat.
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dying in 1864 at his Easton,
Pennsylvania residence.
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force slavery upon it were so plain,
the conduct of the pro-slavery
leaders
so violent
and lawless,
and the
connivance of the Pierce Administration
at their brutalities
so manifest, that
he resigned his position,
abandoned the
Democrati c party, and became a zealous
adherent
of the Repub1i can party,
brought into life by the disorders and
disputes in which he was a conspicuous
though feeble actor.
On one occasion
he was assulted
by Stringfellow,
the
1eadi ng Border Ruffi an of the day, and
as the strife
between the hostile
factions
in Kansas grew hot, he was
forced to escape from the Territory
through Missouri in di sgui se to avoi d
assassination.
He was. a quiet,
unobtrusive
man,
disqualified
by
temperament and by the habi ts of hi s
profession
of editor,
for the rude
drama in which he was an unwilling
actor.
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Death of Ex-Governor Reeder
The fo 11owing arti c 1e was taken from
the St.
Louis Union newspaper of
Thursday, July 14, 1864.
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Andrew A. Reeder died at his
residence at Easton, Pa., last Monday.
He is chi efly known to us of Missouri
as fi rst Governor of the Terri tory of
Kansas, to which he was appoi nted by
President Pierce, immediately after the
organization of the Territory,
with the
expectation
that he would lend himself
as an acti ve agent in enforci ng the
slavery extension programme, of which
the unfortunate repeal of the Missouri
Compromise was the fi rst step, and of
which such men as Stringfellow,
Buford,
and H. Clay Pate were the unscrupulous
instruments.
But Gov. Reeder refused
to lend himself to the scheme. He was
a Democrat of the straightest
sect, and
had no parti cul ar objecti on of seei ng
Kansas qui etly become a sl ave state;
but the outcroppi ngs of the plot to

Wilson Shannon was a native of
Ohio Territory
where he was born in
February 1802. He was the youngest of
nine children,
seven boys and two
girls.
In the winter of 1803 his
father was frozen to death while on a
hunting expidition,
and the widowed
mother and her family were left
to
struggle with life as best they could.
John, the oldest
son, then 19,
took up the cares of the farm, and
aided his younger brothers in gaining a
livlihood
and establishing
themselves
in 1i fe.
Wi1son Shannon worked on the
farm until he was ni neteen, at which
time
he entered
Ohio University,
Athens, Ohio for two years; then he
went
to
Transylvania
university,
Lexi ngton~ where he completed
hi s
education and studied law in the office
of hi s brothers.
In 1826 he returned
to St. Clairsville,
his old home, and
commenced the practice of law. He soon
became known as one of the ablest
lawyers in the state.
While there he
married into the E. Ellis family.
Mr.
Ellis was the clerk of the local court.
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He ear 1y engaged in po1iti cs,
bei ng a strong and re 1i ab1e democrat
from the beginning.
As such, by
election and appointment, he filled the
following
offices:
county
attorney
(1832-1836),
governor
of
Ohio
(1838-1840) and (1842-1844), minister
to Mexico (1844),
and member of
Congress (1852-1854).
He became Governor of Kansas
Territory
in the
prime of life,
fortified
by much public experience as
a legislator,
diplomat, and governor of
a sta te.
He was an eminent 1awyer, a
trustworthy democrat, had supported the
Kansas-Nebraska Bill, and had the full
confi dence of the admini strati on that
had given him his appointment.
In appearance he was tall,
spare,
with brown hair, and a severe cast of
countenance.
He was leisurely
in
movement, deliberate
in speech, and
spoke with great effect to a jury or an
assembly.
He had none of the magnetism
or eloquence which carries
a larger
crowd.
He arrived
at Shawnee Mission,
September 8,. 1855 where he was met by
representative
of a "Law and Order"
soci ety,
who
were
pro-sl avery
promoters.
They persuaded him to be a
part of their
organization,
and to
chair a meeting planned at Leavenworth
November 14th.
He agreed,
not
realizing
that the members were largely
representatives
of the "Blue Lodge"
organization
of
Missouri.
They
pretended
to be a "law and order"
soci ety, whi1e thei r real ai ms were to
crush "free-soilismll
and "abolitionism"
and to sus ta in the 1aws of the" bogus"
legislature.
Later, Shannon regretted
hi s part in thi s organi zati on but the
damage was done.
The Wakarusa War flourished
at
thi s poi nt, set off by the murders of
Dow by Coleman and Barber by Clark.
Shannon
was
ab1e
to
get
the
IIfree-state"
peopl e to negoti ate with
the IIIaw and order II group and have an
armistice.
During Shannon's tenure the arrest

.,.

and trial of Charles Robinson and four
other free-state
men occured.
They
were tri ed, determi ned IInot guil ty" and
released.

\..J

Fort Franklin, Fort Saunders, and
Fort Titus, all so-called
pro-slavery
bastions, were atacked and destroyed by
the
free-state
group.
Seventeen
prisoners
were taken at Fort Titus,
which was located
just
south
of
Lecompton. Governor Shannon, U.S. Army
Major Sedgwick, and Dr. Roderique rode
to Lawrence to attempt to get the
freedom of the pri soners and try to
establish
peace between the free-state
and pro-slavery
factions.
A temporary
peace was achi eved,
the pri soners
released
and Shannon returned
to
Lecompton. The pro-slavery people were
so angry at the terms of the agreement
that Shannon feared for his life.
Thus
he felt
it was necessary
that
he
hurri edly
1eave
Lecompton
and
sUbsquently the Territory.
He had
served from September 7, 1855 to August
18, 1856.
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Shannon later
returned to Kansas
and lived for some years in Lecompton.
In 1857 he joi ned the Robert Stevens
law firm as a partner.
He then built a
"southern mansi on" type house at the
corner of I saacs and Woodson.
[The
house was after some years sold to Mr.
Greene who tore it down and replaced it
with the house that 1ater belonged to
the George Bahnmaiers.
It was replaced
due to an infestation
of termites.]
Shannon then settled in Lawrence, where
he spent the last years of his life.
After returni ng to Kansas, he di d not
actively
participate
in
political
affairs,
and he had the prestige
of
bei ng one of the foremost 1awyers of
Kansas and the West.
He died at
Lawrence in 1878.
By Sara Walter & Iona Spencer
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BLUE LODGES &
KANSASREGULATORS
The passage of the Kansas-Nebraska
Act had created
a great
fraternal
spirit
stateside
of the territorial
border as the ri va1 groups with all
their
hearts tried
to influence
the
future
of
Kansas
the
State.
Pro-s 1avery and Anti -s 1avery secret
societies
arose,
their
main purpose
bei ng to allow a person to i denti fy
thei r
all i es
on
thi s
cruci a1,
controversi a1 issue.
Hundreds of
Missourians joined a brotherhood, known
by vari ous names i nc1udi ng B1ue Lodge
and Sons of the South. The purpose of
the Lodge was to extend Democratic
party control and s 1avery into Kansas.
The password was the phrase, "Sound on
the goose", which was supposed to be
secret.
Every man or newcomer was
judged by his "soundness on the goose."
A man not "sound" was often assumed to
be an abolitionist,
even though he
simply might be a Southerner
who
di sapproved of extreme methods.
The
fraternal
emblem was a bit of hemp worn
in the lapel.
Hempmakes nooses.

--
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The free-soi 1ers
had a secret
organization
too, so secret that it was
repeatedly
denied
by
free-state
protagonists.
A secret sign was given
by the ri ght hand, thumb under chi n as
forefinger
scratched
the nose.
The
countersign
was made by rubbing the
lower 1i P with forefi nger and thumb of
the 1eft hand. The Kansas Regulators,
as they were called,
used military
titles
and insignia in their meetings,
and they were armed with weapons
provided
by eastern
abolitionists.
Their goal of course was to keep
slavery out of the state.
Sara Walter

MORE ON KANSAS
TERRITORIAL GOVERNORS
Bald Eaf!1 Governors
article
on the
KansasTheTerritoria
will
be
continued,
likely
concluding
in two
more issues.
The other five Governors
were as equally i nteresti ng as Andrew
Reeder. One was earlier a Mayor of San
Franci sco and 1ater
a Union Army
Genera 1 and Governor of Pennsyl vani a.
Another married a grand-daughter
of
Benjamin Franklin
and later
followed
his
grandfather-in-1aw's
diplomatic
example by selling 350 million dollars
worth of U.S. bonds in Europe to help
fi nance the Civi 1 War. And there is
the one whose name now graces a major
United
States
ci ty.
The
only
Terri tori a1 Governor who wasn't
a
lawyer was a newspaper publisher which
rai ses the questi on of whether or not
he was better off.
A good indication
of the troubled Terri tori a1 ti mes was
the fact that three of the Governors
slipped away from Lecompton in the dead
of the night, fearing for their lives.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO
July 5
We now have in Big Spri ngs a barber
shop.
Come over boys and gi rl sand
have your hair cut and get shaved.

"

100 YEARS

Dorothy (Lowenstein) Cook, Robert R.

AGO

The following items were taken from the
Lawrence Gazette of 1888, one hundred
years ago:
Thursday, January 5
Orchard Knob Items:
A company of men
and boys went to charivari
Ed Ward and
his bride.
The boys placed the cannon
too near the house and three large
window glass and a $10.00 mirror were
broken by the concussi on. A 1arge cat
belonging to the family, dashed up the
wall, hi t the ceil i ng and fell to the
floor nearly frightened to death; this,
with the shivering
glass and falling
plaster
scared the ladies very much.
Ed treated
the boys to apples and
ci gars, and refused the boys' earnest
offer to make all damage good.
Thursday, January 12 1887
Deer Creek I terns: W. B. Hersche 11 has
his house finished
in good shape.
(Thi shouse
is where Roy and Marci a
Henry now 1i ve 100 years 1ater near
Stull, Kansas.)
June 16
Deer Creek: W. B. Herschell
up a fine new kitchen.
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Report

We want to thank all who have
renewed their
memberships
and to
welcome the new members to our society.
We want to thank you for the extra
donations
and to let you know your
support is very much appreciated.
With
everyone's help, we did reach our goal
of 850 members for 1987. With the new
memberships we have received and if
everyone renews their
membership we
will be well over our new goal of 900.
Have you renewed yours?
NEW LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

Winton A. Winter, Senator Winton A.
Winter, Jr.,
Mary (Winter) Stingley,
Anne Cece1i a Winter, Adam Y. Winter,
Mi1ton S. Winter II I
[The foregoi ng
1ife memberships were gi ven by Winton
A. Winter J
Carol (Hoy) McCullough, Edward Cook,

Steinmetz, Homer W. McClanahan, Robert
Pollard, Esther (Saffell)
Pollard, John
K. Bahnmaier, and Robert E. Sulzen.
We
especi ally want to thank the above for
their donation and support.
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A memorial membership in honor of
William H. Reynolds was given by Susie
(Boydston) Reynolds Richardson.
Iona Spencer

Housebuilding in 1903
The following articles
were taken from
The Lecompton Sun newspaper.
July 17, 1903
Col.
Nace
is
building
a
substanti a1 two story modern house on
the Ft. Ti tus farm, it contai ns ni ne
rooms, a large hall and six big roomy
closets,
and will be nicely finished
throughout.
The Colone 1 and hi s
estimable
wife
will
now have a
delightful
home in which to enjoy the
rest ti me of 1ife, and thei r fri ends
will always know where to go for a
pl easant dri ve as the road to the Ft.
Titus farm is an ideal one for an
eveni ng dri ve.
We are sorry to have
the Colonel and hi s fami ly move out of
town, but we are glad they will still
be a part of our society.
Friday,
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July 24, 1903

The Odd Fellows have built a porch
for mother Allen.
Frank McClanahan did
the carpenter work.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
As we begi n another
year
in
historic Lecompton we can take pride in
tne tact many people in Kansas and
across the nation are becoming aware of
the significant
role Lecompton played
in shaping our nation's history.
This
community touched
the
lives
and
administrations
of
five
different
United States
Presidents.
This is
somethi ng that
few communiti es can
claim as part of their heritage.
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Governor Hayden has recommended
$76,650 for FY1989 for the conti nued
rehabilitation
of Constitution
Hall.
This amount if secured and added to the
previous
allocations
will
nearly
complete the project.
The restoration
will greatly enhance the visibility
of
the com~unity to Kansas and the nation.
Thanks to the following people for
placing these items or for volunteer
work for the museum: the ori gi na1 or
model watercolor of the Lecompton post
office mural by Ellen Duncan,
class
picture
of Eugene Willis Collins
by
Jeffrey Co11i ns, di orama of Lecompton
by Jeff Morgan, wooden model of Glenn
Church by Bill Faust, Opal Goodrick for
taki ng and frami ng the 1982 thru 1987
Christmas
pictures
of
our group,
painting
from Helen Wulfkuhle,
Mae
Holderman and Sally Wright for work on
the budget, and lona Spencer for the
never endi ng job of keepi ng up to date
with out membership.
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Over 130 people attended the
Christmas Concert and Open House. The
music by Merta Wingfield Fulton and
Phil Wizer was well recei ved by those
in attendance.
Thanks to Diane Meir
for bei ng in charge of the recepti on,
Charlie and lone Paslay for the tree,
and the building decorators: David and
Darlene Paslay, Opal Goodrick, Ralph
Davis, Rich and Karen McConnell, and
Ron, Diane, Amyand Jason Meir.
Two recent
arti c1es have
appeared in Kanhisti que taken from the
Bald Eagle.
This magazine is a
statewi de pub1i cati on.
The reuse of
our articles
is a credit to the efforts
of our newsletter staff.
Thanks Ellen
Duncan, Howard Duncan, Sara Walter, and
lona Spencer for a job done well beyond
the ordinary.

v

Terri tori a1 Day wi11 be June 25,
1988.
Thi s is an important day when
our community puts on it. s best tace
and welcomes hundreds of visitors.
Now
would be a good time to extend a
special
visiting
invitation
to your
out-of-town friends and relatives.
Paul Bahnmaier

"'~

Lecompton Stumps For Stamp
Recently the Lecompton Historical
Society
made a proposal
to
the
Citizens'
Advisory
Committe,
Stamp
Division of the U.S. Postal Department
in Washington, D.C. asking that group
to approve a stamp to commemorate the
rededication
of Constitution
Hall.
The
stamp was designed and painted by
Howard and Ell en Duncan and is a most
impressi ve stamp concept.
Jani ce Rake
provi ded the necessary i nformati on for
the proposal procedure.
Through
the
good efforts
of
Representative
John Solbach and Senator
Wint Winter resolutions
were passed by
the
Kansas Legi sl ature
urgi ng the
adoption of the stamp.
Senator Dole,
Senator Kassebaum and Governor Hayden
sent
letters
of endorsement to the
committee.
Thi s will be a di Hi cul t project
to win approval because of the many
app1i ca ti ons the committee
recei ves
each year.
With the excellent help and
support from everyone it just might
happen.
.
Paul Bahnmaier

Deaths
Mrs.
Ibba
J.
Stauffer,
93,
Lecompton died December 27, 1987. Mrs.
Stauffer was born November 30, 1894 in
Missouri, the daughter of John and Sara
Doty Saylor.
She attended
William
Woods Co11ege, a co11ege in Gunnison,
Colorado and Kansas University.
She
was a teacher
in Colorado and many
years in Lecompton.
She was a member
of the United Methodist Church, Rebekah
Lodge, and a charter
member of the
Lecompton Historical
Society.
Mrs.
Stauffer was an excell ent teacher and
was very much involved in the different
organizations
of
Lecompton.
She
marri ed Walter Brown Stauffer on June
29, 1920 at Rifle, Colorado.
He died
July 18, 1984.
Survivors include two
sons, Walter Lester Stauffer and Joseph
S. Stauffer,
5 grandchildren,
7 great
grandchildren,
and a great
great
grandchild.
Burial was at Lecompton.
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of the Lecompton Historical
Society and
was an active
supporter
until
her
health failed.
She also was a member
of Plymouth Congregational
Church and
Mu Phi Epsilon music sorority.

Mrs. Helen Sehon Pollom, 86, of
Lawrence died November 22, 1987. Mrs.
Pollom was a bookkeeper and sales clerk
for Bell Music Company. She was born
November 25, 1900 at Lecompton, the
daughter
of Charles
W. and Rowena
Margaret Hi11 Sehon.
She was marri ed
to Herbert Hunter who died in 1937.
She married C. W. Pollom in 1947 who
di ed in 1955.
A son Robert preceded
her in death.
Survivors include a son,
Richard,
two step-daughters,
Janette
Roberts and Marilyn Adams, one sister
Julia Springer, and one brother Curtis
Sehon, eight grandchildren
and 5 great
grandchi 1dren.
She was a 1i fe member

Mrs. Bernice Mitchell Wagner" 84,
of Lawrence died January 13, 1988. She
was born May 1, 1903 at Fall City,
Nebraska,
the daughter
of Jay and
Perma1a Rowell Mitchell.
Mrs.Wagner
was a member of the Church of Christ in
Lawrence.
Survivors
include
a
daughter, Mrs. Carol Corkill, two sons,
Robert and Michael, three grandchildren
and. two great grandchil dren.
Buri a1
was in Oak Hill Cemetery at Lawrence.
Paul Bahnmaier

THE LECOMPTONHISTORICAL SOCIETY, Lecornpt~,
corporation
for the preservation
of Historica~ites.
membership and new members!

Kansas 66050 is
We are eager

a non-profit
for continued

Indi vidual
membership is
$3.00 per year,
from December to December, while a
""household
membership
is
$5.
Life
membership
is
$50 per
individua~~
Contributions
are tax deductible.
Checks should be made payable to the Lecornpton
Historical
So<::iety, and mailed to Mrs. Iona Spencer,
R.R.#l,
Lecompton, Kansas
-"66050.'
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