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WINDSOR

The fi rst United Brethren Church in
Lecompton, Kansas Territory, was organized
by Rev. W. A. Cardwell in 1855. Rev.
Cardwell was the first United Brethren
missi onary sent to Kansas Territory. His
section was west of Lawrence, and included
Big Springs, Tecumseh, Wakarusha and
Lecompton. The Lecompton group i ncl uded
three members and Rev. Cardwell and met in

. .someoneI s home. They conti nued to meet,
~pi cki ng up a few new members, and were

recognized as a church by the General
Conference in 1856.

= .. =-;:'TP- .-~ "''''!.~

L6GOft1ptOnC~U('qlt
Histor1.

~

HOTEL

Rev. Cardwell felt that if Kansas
Territory were to reach its potential, it
must have a college. He therefore invited
the Rev. Thornton, H.M. Greene, H.D. Heaty
and J.H. Bonebrake to meet and consider the
propriety of establishing such a school in
Kansas Terri tory. At the meeti ng a
committee was appointed and given the power
to view various sites. Several places were
visited, but the Hotel Rowena in Lecompton,
which was about to close, was considered
the best building available.
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The Rowena was a sizable stone
structure, forty-five by seventy-five feet,
and had three stori es above the basement.
It contained four recitation rooms, one
large hall seventy feet wide and forty feet
long, one offi ce, one 1i brary room, one
1aboratory room, twenty studi os (dorm
rooms) and one 1arge basement room. It
also had seven cisterns for the water

supply. A church was formed to exist in
conjuncti on with the school, and was to
meet in the 1arge hall. A three month
schoo 1 term was held the fi rst year under
the supervision of Solomon Weaver, who had
been president of Western College at
Oxford, Ohio. He came to Lecompton, K.T.
to help start the college. The Hill family
came at the same time to help Solomon
Weaver and did so for many years. Julia
Hill (Kerns) was among the first students.

Rev. David Shuck was the first
minister to serve. People would come from
miles around to hear him. For some years,
it was the only acti ve church, for as the
town declined, the other churches no longer
continued to meet. A church was considered
a very important part of a Christian
College, and many of the students joined
the 1oca 1 congrega ti on. When Conference
convened the school was accepted as was the
church organization, March 17, 1865. The
Conference held its next two meeti ngs at
the new college, and many more after that.

The school was named Lane University
after James H. Lane who promi sed $3,000
toward its expenses, and gave the promi se
that he would continue to support it. For

po1i ti ca 1 reasons Ji m Lane was very
unpopul ar in Lecompton and there was much
opposition to the assigned name. However,
the college board had promised to name the
college after its biggest donor, and as a '--/
matter of honor, had to do so, as he gave
the promise of the largest donation.
"Seedtime and Harvest", 1948, a church
periodical, reported he gave $2,000 but
never paid the rest. The people of
Lecompton donated 65% and the Kansas
Conference %30 of all funds ever recei ved
by the college. The first trustees were
Solomon Weaver, F.B. Hill, Rev. Cardwell,
D.K. Lawrence, Abner Thornton, D.T.
Mitchell and G.W. Zinno

In 1865, thirteen acres of territorial
capitol ground, the partially built
building, and all unused building materials
were donated to the co11ege. Due to 1ack
of funds no structure was erected there for
seventeen years.

A new ci rcui t mini ster, Horace Herr,
was sent to the Lecompton area in 1877. He
was to serve Big Spri ngs and several other
churches. This he did for two years,
meanwhile living in the Lane dormitory with
his wife and children, and counselling ~
students when he was available. In 1880 he
was asked to minister to the college church
by Prof. Bartlett who was then President of
the Universi ty. He accepted the request
with a great sense of respons i bil i ty. He
soon felt, with the prodding of the church
members, that a more commodious and
i nvi ti ng structure was needed in place of
the 1arge co11ege ha11. The peop1e of the
town were not affluent and were constantly
call ed upon to gi ve funds for the co11ege,
however he was encouraged to approach each
church member for a contribution for a new
church. The college board heard of hi s
endeavor and suggested that the college
organization provide part of the funds, and
the church and college work together on the
old capitol remains and build a combination
college and church.

It was agreed that if a certain amount
were raised, work on the building would
start immediately. Between $2,500 and
$3,000 was promised so it was begun. J.D.
Haskell was employed to design the .~

building, he had previously designed both----
the Topeka State Capi to 1 and Chase County
courthouse.



The materi a1s that had been prepared
for the territorial Capitol building had
been left lying on the grounds in 1859 when
work stopped, as were other building items.

,--/The four tall columns were the only things
that had been removed from the si te, and
their ultimate use was unknown. The rocks
not used for foundati on were used for the
rest of the partially built structure.
Evans and Stone supervised the stone work.
The interior was plastered and the floors
were made of pine.

It took about a year and a half to
complete the building. The citizens of the
town and the college students did much of
the 1abor. When it was fi ni shed, it had
four basement rooms, four large recitation
rooms, a central hallway and a stairway on
the first floor; a large chapel, a balcony
and two recitation rooms on the top floor,
all for the cost of $10,000. The building
was dedicated June 21, 1882.

The chapel was used by the church for
Sunday services, and the smaller rooms for
Sunday school cl asses. After the close of
Gould College, Lane was given the big
Chickeri ng grand pi ano which is sti 11 in

~use at the present church.

The courses offered at the college
were classical, philosophical, scientific,
literary, commercial, normal, preparatory,
music, art and ministerial. The student
population varied from 75 to 100 each
session.

In 1888, Pastor Jeff Lewis reported on
a growi ng church, it had gone from 321
members to 377, in just one year. There
was a Sunday school membership of 200. The
fo 11owing year it dropped sharply, due to
outside influence. The General Conference
voted to allow church members to belong to
secret orders (probably the fraternal
groups such as the Knights and Ladi es of
Security and possibly Odd Fellows and
Masons) which could provide a means of
insurance for their members. Each local
church was to be allowed to vote on the
rul i ng. The Lecompton church voted 87 for
the resolution and 28 against it, so it was
accepted as an order of the church. Twelve

'--/ or fi fteen 01d members and thei r fami 1i es
immediately withdrew their membership and
were called seceders, as they did not
believe in the virtue of secret orders.

The seceders convened an annual
conference at Lecompton, September 26,
1889, that increased the spi ri t of
di ssenti on. An i njuncti on was served by
them upon certai n i ndi vi dua1s, the pastor
included, restraining them from using the
Lane Chapel, until a final hearing could be
held November 11, 1889. This kept the
pastor, J.H. Snyder, from holding his last
church servi ce of that peri od. The
seceders then organized the Radical United
Brethren church and built themselves a
wooden church on the north edge of the Lane
University dormitory property (Hotel
Rowena) and held church services there.
That building later burned and was replaced
by a stone structure, which is now used as
the Community building.

In 1889, Dr. Snyder was reappointed to
the Lecompton charge and the year
progressed without any repercussions of the
previous year's troubles. At this time the
conference acknowl edged that the 1oca 1
church had a $3,000 interest in the Lane
University College chapel. However there
had been some uneasiness in the church
group due to Rev. Weller, the college
presi dent, wishi ng to remove the college
from Lecompton, destroy it, or start
another co11ege in another town. We11er
was replaced as president, and he went to
Enterpri se, Kansas to start Enterpri se
College. That college was not accepted by
the conference, and so only lasted about a
year.

In 1890, a Junior Young Peoples
Chri sti an Union was organi zed with forty
members over si xteen years of age. Thi s



seems to have been the precursor of the
later Junior and Intermediate groups, as
well as the present Youth Fellowship
Organization. They studied religion, but
were also "social group" oriented, in that
they could have parties and do kind deeds
for people who needed help.

On Thanksgi vi ng Day, November 27,
1890, a church service was held, and
immediately following it, the ladies of the
church served a Thanksgiving dinner, a
custom, that had been i ni ti ated some years
before.

In 1891, some of the quarterly
conference delegates to the conference
were: M.G. Winter, J. Baughman, Wm.Leamer,
J.B. Cunningham and W.R. McCarty, N.B.
Bartlett and J. Ferris were alternates.
Delegates sent to the State Temperance
Convention were: J. Ferris, J.S. Stauffer,
C.M. Leamer, and Mrs. Violet Nichols.
Quincy Hill was the Sunday School
Superintendent, with H.L. Chambers the
assistant.

The 35th session of the Kansas Annual
Conference convened October 7, 1892 and
voted to return Snyder to Lecompton with a
salary of $500 a year. Rev. E.B. Slade was
the presiding elder of the district.

The Univers i ty classes were held in
the new building for the next twenty years
with an average attendance of from 40 to 75
in that period. Womenwere welcomed to the
school and that is the reason that Ida
Stover (D.O. Eisenhower's mother) attended
there, and it was where she met David D.
Eisenhower and was married to him in 1885.
The school al so offered a "prep" course
which was the equivalent of a high school,
training and preparing students for
co11ege.

Certain officials of the U.B.
Conference considered Lecompton too small a
town for a uni versi ty center and had the
impress ion that Holton, Kansas was a
wealthier community so when Holton offered
to give the conference a college building,
eleven acres of land, and a $100,000
endowment, the offer was attractive. Lane
seemed to be in financial trouble, so they
voted to move it there in 1902. It
operated in that town several years and was
then moved to Kansas City, Kansas. I twas

later consolidated with York College, York,
Nebraska. It ultimately merged with
Westmar College, LeMars, Iowa.

After the college left, the building
in Lecompton was used as a church with some ~
classes of the local high school meeting
there. Lane had 1eft a ri ch heri tage in
Lecompton, it had had an excellent school
of music and art and many local people had
taken some training there. As a result the
church had fine music for their services,
and many also continued with their
painting.
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Rev. J.H. Snyder returned as pastor to
Lecompton in 1905 and stayed unti 1 1907.
In his 1905 report, he related that due to
the transfer of Lane University to Holton,
that under a spirit of anger and
malediction toward the conference, some of
the church members withdrew from the church
and organi zed a soci ety of the Methodi st \ /

church. So the membership suffered yet
another loss. Many Lane students were also
cut from the roll. As a result the
membership which had numbered about 280 in
the mid 1870ls now dropped to about 150.

After Rev. Snyder retired, Revs. J.
Lewis, J.K. Spencer and G.M. Huffman served
the congregation. There is a lapse of nine
years of any account of church activities.
During that interim Revs. C.F.Bowers, E.M.
Baber and B.F. Henry served the
congregati on. Rev. Henry was pastor four
years and succeeded in initiating some
recreati ons much appreci ated by the young
peopl e. He organi zed. and supervi sed ball
games, camp-outs and even concocted a play
"trolley" of a sort, which consisted of a
cable attached to an area on the west side
of the church and the other end fastened to
a pole at the lower west end of the
dri veway . A carri age, such as one used to
put hay in the loft, was on the cable with
a rope hanging down from it. A child could
grasp the rope, lift his feet and ride down\ /

to the end of the cable. The carri age was
then pulled back to its starting point. He
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sanctuary tor church services and four
classrooms on the first floor, in addition
there were two classrooms above the pulpit,
a 1arge basement for cl asses and di nners

~ and ci stern for a water source. Later
modern plumbing was provided by Harley
Dark. Some years later, 1984, the church
voted to renovate the - building and made
minor changes. Colored glass windows were
discussed, and various families provided
the funds. Thi s was done when Rev. Paul
Kapp and Rev. Seel ey were in charge. The
windows were dedi ca ted in 1984, and added
great beauty to the church.

For some years, the big pine tree just
south of the west entrance of the church
was decorated at Christmas and the local
people could take their children's gifts
there to be put on the tree, and gi ven to
them by Santa Claus. Thi s was also when a
bag of candy, nuts and an orange were given
to each child who attended the festivities.

In 1962, the congregation became aware
of the deteriorating condition of the
parsonage. I t was very old and needed a
complete renovation. The church board
though it would be more sensible to build a

/ new structure, the congregation agreed and
'- a loan of $10,000 was obtained for funding.

The board chose to buy a pre-cut house
and hired Galen Sanford, a local builder,
to oversee its erection. After the
basement was bui 1t, the frame was put up
with the help of Galen I s crew and 1oca1
church members. It was so efficiently
planned that two men with the help of a
1i ft and staple gun, put on the roof in
haIf a day. In the interi or the pre-buil t
windows set in easily as did the doors.
The plumbing was done by a contractor. Mr.
Harold Keating did the wiring with Herman
Banks I and Pete Bahnmai er I s help. Herman
and Pete also spent the enti re bui 1di ng
period working on the structure, neglecting
thei r farm crops. Joe and Ruth. Stauffer
1ai d the oak fl oori ng. The ki tchen
cabinets were also pre-built and fitted
right in quickly.

The house was in the shape of two Lis,
one comprised the kitchen and dining room,
the other the 1i vi ng room, three bedrooms

'-/ and a bath. It had a basement work and
storage room and a one stall garage.
Drywall board was used throughout and
painted. A professional put up and

~

finished the trim.

The parsonage was dedi cated May 26,
1963. Rev. and Mrs. Endsley and their sons
were the first inhabitants. That same year
the whole mortgage was paid off, the church
had many loyal and giving members.

The United Brethren Conference united
with Evangelical Church in 1946. This was
due to the closing of so many rural
churches with low membership. It was then
named the Evangelical United Brethren
church. In 1968 the conference voted to
join with the Methodist church organization
and became known as the United Methodi st
church, and so it remains in 1991. The
church 1ed by Rev. Don Fl anner has 177
members, 11 added in the past year. The
Sunday school has a membership of 72, with
Linda Berensen as superintendent. The
music is provided by Ruth Stauffer, Cindy
Daniels and Frances Sanford.

The Administrative Council is composed
of chairperson Bob Morris, secretary Carol
Higgi nbottom, treasurer Rhonda Banks, and
fi nanci a1 secretary Candy Norwood. Other
members of the congregation who hold office
in the church are: Paul Bahnmaier, Marie
Bahnmaier, Allie Banks, Rhonda Banks,
Rosalie Banks, Janet Bauman, Michele
Berendsen, Linda Berendsen, Bruce
Beresford, Joyce Beresford, Janet Blodgett,
May Sue Christman, Darin Christman, Regina
Clement, Ed Daniel, Maxine Dark Biesel,
Dorothy Delfelder, Bonnie Fugett, Debbie
Fuston, Don Fuston, Margaret Fuston,
Carolyn Glenn, Opal Goodrick, Marlene
Hackathorn, Dennis Hatcher, Barbara
Hatcher, Tina Heptinstall, Neil
Higginbottom, Carol Higginbottom, Carol
Howard, Greg Howard, Nancy Howard, Carol
Kibbee, Freda LaDuke, Annette Leach, Lydia
Long, Minnie McAfee, Donald McAfee, Mike
McLees, Cindy Merritt, Gary Merritt, Bob
Morris, Mary Lou Morris, Sherri Neill,
Candy Norwood, Helen Norwood, Ken Norwood,
Esther Paslay, Frances Sanford, Joe
Stauffer, Ruth Stauffer, Kim Stewart, Mike
Stewart, Jeanni e Vestal, Peg Wenger, Leo
Wenger, and Daisy Wingfield.

Pastors in the approximate order (some
dates are not available) in which they
served: John Shuck 1865, Horace Herr 1880,
J. H. Snyder 1889 & 1894 & 1903 & 1909, J.
Lewis 1892, E. L. Guyer 1894, J. C. Wingard
1897, J. Miller 1902, J.H. Hampshire 1907,



a1so helped organi ze a group of people who
had fami ly camp-outs down at Grover by the
river. Whole families would go and camp
for a week. There was a meal tent in which
the women took turns serving. Various
church activities were provided during the
day, as were games for the children.

In 1916, Sunday school was in the
charge of F.C. Bartlett; Christian
Endeavor, Madge Hill; Ladies Aid, Mrs.
Slavens; class leader, J.F. Brown; chairman
of finance committee, Dr. Kerr; and
treasurer, Miss Zella Iliff.

For many years the pastor's salary was
$500 a year, it was augmented by use of the
parsonage and gifts of meat, vegetables,
fruit and wood. The food items were also
often given to the Lane professors.
Lecompton has had many student pastors who
conti nued thei r educa ti on at the college,
and then moved on.

The church and school were the center
of the townIS acti vi ti es, and there were
organizations within the church that
performed special functions. The
Brotherhood was a men1s organization
composed of 15 to 18 members. Their duties
were to keep the church in repair and
redecorate the church as needed. They also
sawed wood for the church as well as the
pastor.

The Missionary Society known by
different names later: United Missionary
Servi ce, Women's Soci ety of Chri sti an
Service, and United Methodist Women, did a
great deal for the functioning of the
church. They had monthly meeti ngs where
they studied religious topics, discussed
church problems and enjoyed a social hour.
They had a subgroup called the "Ladies
Aid". They met weekly to quilt and to make
many other items to be sold at their yearly
bazaar. I tal so featured a noon and
eveni ng mea1. The Mis s i onary group
sponsored rummage sa 1es, e1ecti on day
dinners, sale dinners, helped on clean up
day, and in redecorating the church. They
sent cards to the ill and gave food to the
needy. They used thei r funds for items
needed for the church, such as chai rs and
church flags, gave money toward the
purchase of an organ, pastors salary and
all church bills.

In early 1920's stonethethe

elementary and high school building burned
and the classes had to be quartered all
over town. The church deci ded to sell the '\

Lane building to the school district. It
was a hard decision for some of the members '~

as it had provi ded so many good memories.
However, it had much more space than was
needed, it was diffi cul t to heat, as wood
stoves were used, and the many steps
leading to the chapel were difficult for
the older members. After holding church in
Constitution Hall, and the Radical U.B.
church for over a year, they decided to buy
the Windsor Hotel and remodel it into a
church. It was a two story bui 1di ng and
coul d provi de adequate space. Rev. Harold
Megill was the pastor and he led the
innovations. The second floor division was
removed, and a hi gh ceil i ng was provi ded
for the sanctuary. Stee j posts were used
to give added support to the roof to
supp1ant the braci ng that had been taken
out. Porches were demolished, the siding
was 1athed for stucco and a new roof put
on. The stucco made it appear 1i ke
grani te. On the northwest corner a marble
sl ab was erected with the dates 1865 -
1922. A furnace was provi ded for heat and
thirty electric lights were put in. The
pews were of solid oak. The building cost' /

$8,899.49 and was completely paid for that
year.

On dedication day, June 22, 1922,
Bishop Kephart delivered the sermon, after
which a dinner was served at the Odd
Fellows Hall. At 2:30 a service was held
at which Dr. J.H. Snyder, Revs. J.C. Hope,
F.M. Testerman and Harold Megill gave short
ta 1ks, followed by another by Bishop
Kephart.

In the dedication ceremony, the
finished church was given in trust to I.L.
Hartup, Mrs. M.M. Iliff, W.W. Drake, and
Arthur Clark. The church was then the
responsibility of its members.

The church was decorated with cut
flowers and potted plants. A 1arge chorus
led in the singing with Zella Iliff at the
piano. There was also a duet by Gladys
Winter and Geo. L. McCarty. Seated on the
rostrum were Revs. Kephart, F.M. Testerman,
E.E. McAferty, J.O. Stevens, J.C. Hope, ,-/

J.C. Stark, Harold Megill, Dick, and
Dr. J.H. Snyder.

The a 1argefinished church had



J.W. Cleaver 1908, C.F. Bowers 1909, E.
Baber 1910, M.T. Clark 1911, B.F. Henry
1913, Grantham 1915, Frazer 1916, E. Cora
Prinkey 1918, Harold Megill 1920, A.O.
Kellogg, Branson, V. Glenn Megi11

" / 1921-1924, Woods, Shutts 1936-37, A.L.
Stone, A.C. Tudor, J. Jackson, H.L. Paslay,
R.C. Russell, J.B. Patterson 1947-49, P.H.
Blinn 1950-57, L. Endsley 1958-70, Ted
Hunter 1971-74, Eric Jaderborg 1974-75,
Carole Jackson 1975-76, V. Milton 1976,
Paul Kapp 1977-84, Gene Seeley 1985-86,
Joyce Gordon-Racke 1986-88, and Don Flanner
1988-present.

The itinerant ministers were: J.W..
Burt, M.T. Clark, W.A. Cardwell, G.M.
Huffman, A.L. Hope, A.V. Louderback, F.R.
Mitchell, E.B. Slade, W.O. Stover, F.M.
Testerman, J.A. Weller, J.S. Brooke, J.L.
England, and I.L. Oakes.

References:
1. Church MembershipRecord, 1945-1976
2. Herr, Horace, The Making of a Minister
3. Ladies Aid Minutes, 1887-1942,
1919-1934, 1925-1938
4. LecomptonMonitor, October 29, 1885
5. Lecompton Sun, 10-28-1910;. 5-11-1922;
5-18-1922; 5-25-1922

~ 6. Local Conference Record, 1963-1972
7. W.M.W.minutes, 1887-1942-1955-1973
8. W.M.A.minutes, 1942-1955
9. Rev. DonFlanner

Sara Walter & Iona Spencer

LECOMPTON CHAPEL
The Lecompton Chapel, a

non-denomi nati ona1 church group, now
meeting in the brick building once used for
the Lecompton Grade School began in the
late 1970's meeting in the homes of various
members. Previous to 1985 the group met in
Perry and Lawrence. In 1985 it began
holding services in the red brick building
on Woodson Street acqui red by Virgil King
and made available by him for use by
LecomptonChapel. .

Ron Ricely is the minister of this
group. The building itself has been and is
conti nui ng to be remodeled. The Chapel is

"-J in the lower 1eve1, with the main floor
bei ng made into the parsonage. Servi ces
are 10:00 a.m. Sunday, with a Friday
evening prayer meeting.

Information provided by Jan Thieman

The National Democrat, Lecompton, K.T.
Thursday, May 10, 1860

NEW ADVERTISEMENT

New Distillery: NACE & MC KINNEY
Manufacturers of Double Rectified and Pure
Ma1t Whiskey at the Battl e-Ground
Distillery, on the site of old Fort Titus,
near Lecompton, K.T.

At our Distillery can, at all times,
be found the very best DOUBLERECTIFIEDand
PURE MALTWHISKEY,which will be sold as
low as in any city in the West.

FRESH CORN MEAL

Kept constantly on hand for sale cheap.
500 hogs wanted, for which the Highest
Price in CASHwill be paid.

1992 ALUMNI BANQUET

Make plans to attend the Lecompton
Alumni Banquet next Memorial Day weekend.
The honored classes will be 1922, 32, 42,
52, 62, 72, 82 and 92. Members of the
class of 1932 are Oneta Glenn Brown, Mary
Glenn French, Helen Frye Hi1denbrand,
Harold Leslie, Martha Smith McFarland, and
Alvin Wilson. Class of 1942: Frances
Anderson, William Boydston, Harry Buchheim,
Bi11 Deister, Cori ne Fl eming Chil ds, Helen
Banks Crady, Mae Jean DammGraves, Mary
Dark Green, Mae Everett Holderman, Margaret
Goodrich Thompson, Marvin Hartman, Doyle
Kellogg, Lucille Paslay Coach, Louise
Webber Norwich, and Richard Walter.

Paul Bahnmaier



CONSTITUTION HALL

Lecompton architect Dan Rockhill
recently presented a paper on the
restoration of Constitution Hall to the
Interna ti ona1 Conference of Architectura 1
Preservationists in New Orleans.
Architects were present from throughout
North America and Europe to learn details
of Dan Rockhill's techniques. This was his
second presentation before the same
organization.

Paul Bahnmaier

The National Democrat, Lecompton, K.T.
May 1860

CITY BAKERY

Albert Walter, would respectfully
inform the citizens of Lecompton and
vicinity, that he is in full blast in, the
new Store house, one door south of the
Nati ona1 Hotel. He keeps constantly on
hand
Pies, Cakes, Bread, Crackers, Cheese,
Confectionaries of all kinds, Raisins,
Tobacco, Cigars

LAGER BEER

Sugar, Coffee, Tea, Candles, &C.
Also manufacturer of the very best

SARSAPARILLA BEER,
which will be sold at wholesale or retail.
His Beer is one of the best Purifi ers of
the Blood that can be used, as it is made
of Sarsaparilla, and without the use of any
kind of drugs.

TAKE NOTICE, That I am prepared to
furnish persons giving Balls and Parties,
with the very best CAKES,PIES, ICE CREAM,
and all kinds of fancy articles desired for
the table on reasonable terms.

GIVE HIM A TRIAL.

The National Democrat, Lecompton, K.T.
June 7, 1860

MASONIC ~~
Lecompton Lodge, No. 13, A.F. & A.M.,
Meets on the First and Third Saturday
Nights after every Full Moon, at Masonic
Hall, in the City of Lecompton.

J. M. Pelot, W. M.
E. L. Fant, Secy.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

1991 was a very successful year with \ /

increased attendance and tours. The
contributions of artifacts continue to give
us even greater pride in Lane Museum. The
comments made by tourists visiting
Lecompton and the museum have been
extreme 1y pos i ti ve. The museum is often
referred to as one of the best they have
ever visited. Comments are also heard
regarding how beautiful the city looks with
its welcome flags and spruced up for
Territorial Day. We have a unique treasure
of living or being raised in the most
historic town in Kansas which was the
incubator for the Civil War.

Thanks to the following for their
volunteer time or contributions of
artifacts or money: 1. Clare J. Coleman
for monetary contri buti on, 2. Two
handcarved walking canes made by George
Glenn and given by Howard McKenzie, 3.
Antique hay fork by Denna Shirar, 4.
Christmas Ornaments by Helen and Clyde
Kampschroeder, 5. Calendar Pl ate by Edi th
Schellhorn and Evelyn Confer Janson, 6. ~
Craft items by Ar10ene Simmons, 7. Antique
Jars and School book by Iona Spencer, 8.
Flags by Norman Niccum, 9. Old Abstract by
Tom Evans, 10. Deep Creek school dictionary
by Leatha Wulfkuh1e, 11. Big Springs school
records by Ester Wulfkuhle, 12. Charlene
Winters for her work \'iith tours and
speaking appearances before different
organi zati ons, 13. Mae Holderman for her
work with tours, 14. Marguerite Bowman,
Arloene Simmons, Opal Goodrick, Dorothy
Shaner, Darlene Simmons, Helen Norwood, and
Jeri Skinner for their work as curators,
15. George Simmons and Skip Cook for work
on a display case, 16. MargaretWulfku1e
for the exce1l ent mont1y meeti ng programs,
17. Iona Spencer for work on membership,
19. Helen Hildenbrand, Maxine Dark, Mae
Holderman and Arloene Simmons for being in
charge of the covered dish dinners, 20. The
excellent work by our Bald Eagle staff of
Iona Spencer, Howard and Ell en Duncan, and
Sara Walter, 21. Ruth Ice for wri ti ng the
memorial thank-you notes, 22. Howard Duncan
for speaki ng to the Topeka WomenIS C1ub .
about historic Lecompton, and 22.- All who ~
have volunteered time to help with tours of
Lane Museum.

Paul Bahnmaier
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The National Democrat, Lecompton, K.T.
June 7, 1860

The National Democrat, Lecompton, K.T.
Friday, May 25th, 1860

MRS. O'NEILL'S SCHOOL

~
Alice V. 0lNei11 will open her School

in the Thompson bui 1di ng, on Monday the
28th of May, where she wi11 teach all the
CommonEng1i sh Branches, P1a in Sewing and
Ornamental Needle Work.
TERMS:$2.50 per session of ten weeks

Re1i~ious Services

Presbyterian---Services every Sabbath at 10
1/2 A.M., and 7 1/4 P.M. Sabbath School at
9 A.M. Church on Elmore Street, north
of the United States Land Office. Rev. Wm.
Willson, Pastor.

Episcopa1ian---Services every Sabbath at
the Stone Church and 10 1/2 A.M. (Except
when occupi ed by the Methodi st), and early

~cand1e1ight. Rev. W.J. Ellis, Pastor.

Methodi st---Servi ces at the Stone Church,
every other Sabbath at 10 1/2 A.M.

THE LECOMPTONHISTORICAL SOCIETY, Lecompton, Kansas 66050 is a
non-profit corporation for the preservation of historical sites. We are
eager for continued membership and new members!

Dues are $4 per year for individual membership and $6 for a couples
membership. The dues year is from December to December. Life
membershipis $50 per i ndi vi dua1. Contri buti ons are tax deducti b1e.
Checks should be made payable to the Lecompton Historical Society, and
mailed to Mrs. Iona Spencer, R.R. #1, Lecompton, Kansas 66050.

* * * * * * * * * * Please Clip and Mail With Your Check * * * * * * * *

[J $4 Annual Individual Membership

[J $6 Annual Couples Membership

[J $50 Individual Life or Memorial Membership

[J Other Contribution $

~ Name Address

City Sta te Zip
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Thi s is the 1ast issue for 1991. We
have had a real good year. Some have
already renewed their membership for 1992.
All memberships are due by the last of
December. Our membership for 1991 has
increased. We now have 528 Life and
Memorial memberships, 553 dues paying
members, making a total 1,081. Many thanks
for your support.

Membership Chairman Iona Spencer

OBITUARIES

Hazel Bertschinger McClanahan died
October 27, 1991 at Tuscaloosa, Alabama.
She was born July 16, 1896 the daughter of
Frederic William and Sarah Jane Truan

,

Bertschinger. She was employed by the
Topeka-Shawnee County Health Department
before moving to Tuscaloosa in 1962. She
was a member of Drui d Hi11s United
Methodist Church and Professional Women.,-/
Survivors include two daughters Norma M.
Winburn and Alice M. Lewis; three sons
Walter, Fritz and Homer; three sisters Ruth
Thomas, Grace Brasher, and Mabel Bri ggs;
four grandchildren, nine great
grandchildren, and seven great-great
grandchildren. Hazel was an early member
of the Lecompton Historical Society. Hazel
recalled Orvil and Wilbur Wright's father,
Bishop Wright, visiting them in their
Lecompton home and te 11i ng of the ai rp 1ane
experi ments bei ng done by hi s soon to be
famous sons.

Denna L. Shirar died September 17,
1991 at Lawrence. She was born November
24, 1913 in Lawrence, the daughter of
Charles L. and Alice E. Cooper Shirar. She
was a 1i fe long resi dent of Lawrence and
worked for the Topeka Capital Journal. She

,~ was a memberof the Tri ni ty Lutheran Church
- and the Kansas AuthorIS Club. Survi vors

includ~ a brother, Lester, and two sisters,
Haze1 McGee and Helen Mi11er. She \'Jas a
faithful member of the Lecompton Historical~
Society.

Paul Bahnmaier
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