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CONSTITUTION

FALL 1995

LECOMPTON, KANSAS

HALL DEDICATED-NATIONAL
KANSAS HISTORICAL SITE

The dedicationof Constitution Hall was held
June 24, 1995. It was a fantastic day for Lecompton
and our nationally important history. The displays
and accompanying texts are excellent in describing
the history and events which occurred in the
building and Lecompton The actions taken in 1857
at Lecompton played a major role in causing the
Civil War. This was so eloquently addressed in the
major speech given by Dr. Robert W. Johannsen, J.
G. Randall distinguished Professor of History,
University of Illinois.
FormerSenatorWintWinter,Sr.,whose
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ancestors settled near Lecompton was great as
master of ceremonies. He along with Sen. Frank
Gaines had purchased and donated the building to
the State of Kansas. The invocation was given by
Rev. Angelito G. Samson of the Lecompton United
Methodist Church, the National Anthem by 1st
Infantry Division Band and Co. C. 1J16thInf. Color
Guard; Welcomes were given by Jeff Goodrick,
Mayor of Lecompton; Dr. Ramon Powers,
Executive Director Kansas State Historical Society;
judge Richard D. Rogers, President Kansas State
Historical Society.

An informative speech was given by Robert
Reed Stevens of Buffalo, New York, titled "Robert
Smith Stevens and Lecompton"; A poem "History
for all at Constitution Hall" written by Opal Goodrick
and reenacted by Howard Duncan was presented
as a plaque to the Kansas State Historical Society
by lone Paslay. Constitution Hall Rehabilitation was
presented by Dan Rockhill, Project contractor and
Terry Marmet, Director of Historic Sites; a dramatic
reenactment of the address given by John
Calhoun,
President
of
the
Lecompton
Constitutional Convention to delegates at
Constitution Hall on September 8, 1857 by Tim
Rues, Curator of Constitution Hall.
Other major guests include Congressman Sam
Brownback; former Rep. John Solbach; State'
Representive Tom Sloan; State Senator Anthony
Hensley; State Representive Tom Sawyer Minority
leader Kansas House. State Representive JoAnn
Flowers, Former Governor Bill Avery and Douglas
County Commissioner Louie McElhaney.
The following address was given by Robert
W. Johannsen:
The Lecompton Convention and Kansas's
Slave State Constitution: An Exercise in
Futility.
On September 7, 1857,fifty or so men of
"ordinary respectability" gathered in this building to
write a state constitution for Kansas. Without
knowing it at the time, they set in motion a train of
. eventsthat wouldmakethe

nameof Lecomptona

household word, known to virtually every informed
citizen in the country; that would disrupt national
politics and turn Congress into a battleground;
deliver a fatal blow to the political party system; drive
the wedge that separated the free and the slave
states even deeper; damage the reputation of the
President of the United States almost beyond
repair; promote the ambitions of two rival Illinois
politicians and give them something to debate in
their campaign for a United States Senate seat; and
drive the American republic to the brink of disunion.
In terms of the forces it unleased, it would be
difficult to find a more significant episode in midnineteenth century American history. It became, in
short, a major event in the coming of the Civil War.
History has not been kind to the Lecompton
convention, perhaps because of its significance in
moving the nation close to civil war. Its story is one
of unanswered questions, tragic miscalculations,
short-sighted decisions, and bad judgment.
Charges of conspiracy, fraud, and chicanery were
hurled against the convention at the time, and have
been echoed in the history books ever since. It has

been called the "shabbiest conclave --- ever held
on American soil," irresponsible, unnecessary and
mischievous, misguided and defiant, driven by the
"bigotry of sectional zeal."
The Lecompton convention was a dark and
ominous drama that was played out in two stages:
the first, in Kansas, in this town, and in this building;
and the sequel, its most portentous phase, in the
national Congress in Washington, D. C.
The meeting in Lecompton was one of three
constitutional conventions that met in the fall of
1857,the other two in Oregon and Minnesota; but it
was Lecompton that captured all the interest. For
the three years just past, Kansas had been at the
center of the sectional controversy between the
north and south over the issue of slavery
expansion, a pawn in the struggle for power in the
nation. To the south, Kansas was the first line of
defense for slavery and the southern way of life; for
many people in the north, the struggle for Kansas
was a first step toward abolishing slavery
throughout the United States. The Lecompton
convention brought the contest to its climax, after
years of confusion and turmoil marked by
irregularities at the ballot box, contested elections,
competing governmental jurisdictions, violence,
and bloodshed.
The men who gathered here on that late summer
day came from all walks of life, yet had one common
purpose-to create the slave state of Kansas. They
were proslavery in their convictions, some more
radical than others, many of whom had moved to
Kansas from the slave states. Their situation had
become desperate by 1857. Up to this point, the
proslavery party had controlled the territorial
government from its capital in Lecompton, by
means of questionable election practices, the
inability of a series of weak governors to maintain
order, and the decision of the antislavery, or free
state party to boycott the government and its
elections. The choice of convention delegates was
itself illustrative of the pattern that had developed.
Authorized by a territorial legislature that was not
recognized by large numbers of people, based
upon an imperfect census that deliberately
overlooked portions of the free state population,
and made up delegates who were chosen in onesided elections, the convention did not represent
the people of Kansas.
By 1857,it was clear to all the tide of emigration
was running against the pro-slavery party, for the
movement of settlers into the territory from the free
states was increasingat a rapid rate. Furthermore, a
new governor, Robert J. Walker, had come on the
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scene, backed by President Buchanan, with
promises to enforce free and fair elections in which
all parties could participate. Will the delegates,
asked a Lecompton newspaper, show a "wise
spirit" of conciliation and recognize the population
shift, or will they "be blinded by sectional zeal,"
ignore the will of the people, and thrust the
benighted territory back into "conflict and anarchy"?
It was a timely question. Less than a month
after the delegates gathered, the territory
experienced its first fair election in which all parties
took part. To the dismay of the proslavery element,
the free state party swept the election, winning
majorities in both houses of the territorial legislature
and electing its candidate for delegate to
Congress. There could have been no more clear
and decisive demonstration that a majority of
Kansas voters preferred a free state to a slave state.
The Lecompton convention had suddenly
become an anachronism; its cause was lost even
before the delegates started their work. They
could not escape the conclusion that a slave state
constitution would be rejected by the voters. Their
only hope appeared to be to send their constitution
directly to Congress without submitting it to the
electorate for approval, but this option was risky for
Congress probably would reject any application for
admission to the Union that did not have the
support of the people. The delegates were in
dilemma. Some people in the territory felt that the
convention should be disbanded, to enable the
new legislature to call a new convention to draft a
free state constitution; others were suggested that
the proslavery pelegates write a constitution that
would make no mention of slavery, thus enabling
Kansas to enter the Union as a free state. If only
the Lecompton delegates had followed one of
these courses, they would have saved Kansas and
the Union a lot of misery and hard feelings. Instead,
they decided to ignore the election returns, more
determined than ever to produce a slave state
constitution in defiance of the popular will rather
than in accord with it. Thus the Lecompton
convention became an exercise in futility before
the deliberations began.
These unusual circumstances attracted the
attention of the nation's press, and correspondents
were dispatched to Lecompton to report the
convention's proceedings. The town's population
swelled with the arrival of delegates, newspaper
correspondents, and bystanders of all varieties.
The lodging facilities were swamped.
The
convention,
complained
one
New
York
correspondent, "has brought to this miserable little

town a large number of people--some of them of
the most excitable character." Lecompton was at
the height of its prosperity and growth, buildings
were everywhere under construction to house the
government departments; stores, hotels, and
homes were springing up. Local boosters boasted
that the town would soon become "the crowning
jewel in the grand diadem of Kansas Cities." The
two or three small hotels, however, were unable to
house more than one-fifth of the people who
sought rooms. Beds and cots were set up in every
empty space, and as many persons as possible
were squeezed in the rooms. Others slept in the
bar rooms, and some camped out under the trees.
The delegates became the targets of "abuse
and misrepresentation" from the beginning. In the
overheated emotional atmosphere of the sectional
conflict, the antislavery press in Kansas and the
nation had nothing but contempt for the effort to
make a slave state, and some of their attacks
became downright vicious. The delegates were
described as "broken-down political hacks,
demagogues, fire-eaters, perjurers, ruffians, ballotbox stuffers, and loafers"--and all of this by a single
newspaperman, no doubt with an over-active
imagination. Others described them as grotesque,
with faces "like a tormented conscience, livid with
rage, and purple with the pains of hell." They were
traitors and villains, "fit only for the association of
robbers and outlaws." Present-day historians have
repeated the charges. The delegates, one has
concluded, "were largely ignorant, unstable,
frontier adventurers, too often drunk." and to
another. they were a "handful of ignorant, reckless,
semi-drunken settlers."
Harsh words--but were they deserved?
In the calmer, quieter light of hindsight, the
members of the Lecompton convention, with a few
exceptions, appear to have been sincere, wellmeaning individuals, motivated by what they
though best for their own and their territory's
interests. To be sure, they did some strange and
baffling things, but these could be easily chalked
up to the naivete that comes with little practical
political experience. To one reporter, it was a
typical political convention, much like those held in
other states. "There was the usual supply of
bores," he wrote. There were "pretentious young
lawyers" and "equally pretentious young editors,"
as well as a large proportion of farmers and country
storekeepers. Like most frontier meetings, it was
primarily a gathering of young men, none had any
previous experience at state-making, which was not
unusual.
Even the most impartial observers,
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however, felt that the
members were poorly
qualified to carry out a task that required such
immense responsibility, as well as a great deal of
legal, political, and historical knowledge.
Nearly all the delegates had strong ties with the
South; only four had been born and lived in the
North before migrating to Kansas. At least seven
owned slaves, the most prominent being Rush
Elmore, an Alabama lawyer who had moved to
Kansas with his family and fourteen slaves after he
was appointed a justice of the territorial supreme
court. Elmore was widely recognized as a man of
outstanding ability. Another of the slave owners, a
Leavenworth county farmer, expressed the views
of most of his colleagues when he confessed that
he had always considered the system of slavery to
be a good one, and argued that the convention
should "recognize the institution***and throw
around it the same safeguards that they would any
other vested property."
The most controversial number of the
Lecompton convention was the man chosen to
preside over it, fifty-one year old John Calhoun.
Calhoun had moved to Kansas from Illinois in 1854,
following his appointment by President Franklin
Pierce as surveyor-general of the new territories of
Kansas and Nebraska. Born in Boston, he had
lived in Illinois since 1830, where his path had
intersected the careers of both Abraham Lincoln
and Stephen A. Douglas. It was Calhoun, as
county surveyor, who taught Lincoln surveying and
who encouraged him to study law. Although on
opposite sides of the political fence, the two
became friends. Calhoun's friendship with Douglas
went deeper, for he shared Douglas' devotion to
Andrew Jackson and he worked with the Little Giant
to organize the Democratic party in the state. In
contrast with Douglas, however, Calhoun's political
career never prospered. When the territories of
Kansas and Nebraska were created, Douglas
persuaded President Pierce to appoint his old
friend to territorial office.
Although Calhoun
regarded it as more important to make Kansas a
Democratic state than either a slave or a free state,
he felt he had no choice as an officeholder but to
ally himself with the proslavery party.
Calhoun exercised a conservative influence on
the delegates. His position on the question of
slavery in the territories was that of Douglas, that
slavery must depend upon the wishes of the
people. If the people of a territory wanted slavery,
they should be allowed to have it; if they didn't want
slavery, it should not be forced upon them. When
Calhoun was chosen to be president of the

convention he called attention to the "extraordinary
circumstances" under which the meeting was held,
and reminded the delegates of the responsibilities
they had toward the people of Kansas and of the
Union. "A Constitution wisely framed, and properly,
fairly and honestly approved by the true citizens of
Kansas," he declared. "will settle all the difficulties
that surround us,*** and will at once restore
harmony to the Union.
The convention completed its work in early
November, 1857. The constitution for the most part
contained little that was new. Many of its provisions
were lifted from other state constitutions, a
common practice at the time. Some of them,
however, were likely to cause controversy. Judges
on all state courts were to be elected for fixed
terms; governors must be citizens for twenty years
before their election (a concession to nativists);
banking in the state was rigidly controlled by the
state government; free blacks were excluded from
the state (a provision common to new western
states, and popular even among Kansas's
antislavery people); and there could be no
amendment of the constitution for seven years,
presumably to prevent any changes in the slavery
provisions.
On the question of slavery, the constitution was
explicit. The delegates invoked a "higher law"
argument in defense of property rights, insisting
that slave property must have the same protection
as all other kinds of property. "The right of
property," the constitution stated, "is before and
higher than any constitutional sanction, and the
right of the owner of a slave to such slave and its
increase is the same, and as inviolable as the right
of the owner of any property whatever." Parts of
the Kentucky and Missouri slave codes were
incorporated in the document: the state legislature
was forbidden to emancipate slaves without the
consent of the owner and the payment of
compensation, slave owners were required to treat
their
slaves
humanely,
and
the
Fugitive Slave Act was to be rigidly enforced
against runaways. The delegates had achieved
their goal--Kansas was to be the nation's sixteenth
slave state. But how was that to be accomplished?
The convention did not end its labors on a
harmonious note. On the contrary, the last days
witnessed an acrimonious debate that continued
into the night and kept the delegates in an uproar.
The tension and excitement led to what one
correspondent called "rowdyism" in the hall, that
spilled out into the streets of Lecompton. Assaults
on individuals, "street brawls and drunken rows"
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became a common occurrence. At stake was the
question of submission. Should the completed
document be submitted to the voters, or should it
be sent directly to Congress.?
The question had divided the delegates long
before the final days. One group, called the
moderates, led by Calhoun, and including most of
the delegates at the beginning, insisted that the
constitution be submitted to a full and fair vote of all
the parties.
Calhoun promised early in the
proceedings to make every effort (in his words) " to
submit the constitution to every bona fide actual
citizen of Kansas*** in order that the constitution
may be adopted or rejected by the actual settlers in
the territory."
Opposed to the moderates were the radical
proslavery men who distrusted the electorate and
who demanded instead that the constitution be
sent directly to Congress without a popular vote.
Their position was strengthened when the territorial
election in October revealed that a majority of
Kansans favored a free state. To submit the
constitution to the voters was a sure way to
guarantee its rejection. The convention, after a
bitter debate, voted by a narrow margin to send the
constitution directly to Congress.
What made the delegates think that sending the
constitution directly to Washington, without
submission, would be any more successful? It is
one of the mysteries of the Lecompton story. All of
the argument was on the side of dull submission.
President Buchanan had urged it in his instruction
to the new governor Robert J. Walker, and Walker
had promised submission when he arrived in
Kansas. More importantly, the southern slave state
leaders themselves advised submission. The best
course for the convention to follow, they said, was
to say nothing in the constitution about slavery, and
then "submit it to the qualified voters" of the
territory. It was, they said, the only "fair mode---of
making Kansas a slave state."
From Stephen A. Douglas, the most powerful
figure in Congress, come the bluntest words of all.
Any attempt, he warned to force a pro-slavery
constitution upon the people without an
opportunity of voting it down at the polls will be
regarded***as so decidedly unjust, oppressive,
and unworthy of a free people, that the people of
the United States will not sanction it. It was clear,
Douglas concluded, that "Kansas must be a free
state," and he urged the proslavery party to accept
that fact cheerfully and gracefully.
In desperate effort to forestall the radical plan,
Calhoun, with the help of Elmore and other

convention leaders, devised a proposal for partial
submission.
The constitution would not be
submitted to a popular vote, but the question of
slavery would. Voters would be asked to choose
between "the constitution with slavery" or "the
constitution without slavery." In either case, the
constitution, with its guarantee of the right of
property in slaves and its slave code provisions,
would be adopted. In the one case, Kansas would
be open to the emigration of slave owners with their
slaves; in the other, no new slaves could be
brought to Kansas, but the two-hundred or so
slaves already in the state would remain in
bondage. Kansas would be a slave state no matter
how the vote turned out.
Partial submissionwas no submissionat all, and it
did not take a political genius to see through it.
Another mystery. Calhoun mistakenly assumed
that the plan would be approved by Douglas; how
he could make that assumption after reading
Douglas's words is mind-boggling. At the same
time Calhoun mistakenly thought he had President
Buchanan's endorsement of the plan. It was clear
that Calhoun was grasping at straws, trying to
salvage the work of the convention from certain
defeat.
A narrow majority of delegates was
persuaded that partial submission was at least
better than no submission at all, and approved
Calhoun's compromise.
In the end, the members of the Lecompton
convention were the victims of their own
miscalculations. Their effort to make Kansas a slave
state, in the first place, was a mistake, for there was
no way possible that the effort could succeed. It
was simply too late. Once the free state majority
was revealed in the territorial election, the
convention's purpose assumed the appearance of
a bold and defiant effort to force slavery on an
unwilling population. Even if they had succeeded,
and even if Kansas had been admitted as a slave
state, the delegates would have been trapped in an
anomaly. The government of the slave state would
be administered by a free state majority, a situation
that could not have lasted for long. Many of the
delegates themselves, perhaps sensing certain
defeat and realizing the ambiguity of their position,
began to leave Kansas soon after the convention
adjourned. By 1860, about three-fourths of those
who had attended the Lecompton convention no
longer lived in Kansas, and the number of slaves in
Kansas had dwindled from over two-hundred to
two.
The Lecompton convention was productive of
little good and much mischief. The election that

Wrth the opening of the Lecompton Interchange
followed was boycottedby the free state majority,
and "the constitution with slavery" won on the Kansas Turnpike in late 1996,Lecompton will
resoundingly. It didn't matter. The damage had receive the visibility and recognition of its history
already been done. Calhoun's partial submission that has been long over due.
by Paul Bahnmaier
was universally denounce as a fraud, a mockery,
and an insult, and as an effort to cram slavery down
LECOMPTON ALUMNI BANQUET
the throats of the people of Kansas--and these
The
75th Annual LECOMPTON HIGH SCHOOL
were only some of the more mild things that were
ALUMNI
BANQUET was held May 27th with 256 in
said of it.
attendance.
The oldest male graduate was John
The second state of the Lecompton drama
opened a month after the convention disbanded, Holloway of the class of 1918. The oldest female
when members of Congress gathered in the was Marie Paslay Neill of 1923.
Graduates in attendancefrom out-of-state were:
nation's capital. Buchanan, in an error of judgment
Barbara
Roberts Carver, Arkansas
of colossal proportions, repudiated his earlier stand
in favor of full submission and in a complete Carolyn Mathews Stewart, Connecticut
turnabout supported the Lecompton constitution. Katie Myers Flood, Michigan
The lines of battle were quickly drawn--Douglas on Chet Gibbens, Arizona
one side, Buchanan on the other. The Democratic Homer McClanahan,California
party, the only remaining national party capable of Victorine Berland Vetter, Arizona
saving the Union, was ripped apart.
The John Bahnmaier, Missouri
Lecompton constitution ultimately failed--but then Robert Hildenbrand, Mississippi
Margery Plumb Singer, New Mexico
so did the Union not long after.
Duane Robinson, Idaho
LECOMPTON HISTORY COMES ALIVE.
Loene Spena Hamlin, Ohio
With the opening of Constitution Hall, Phil Wizer, Arizona
Lecompton's history has reached a new level of Maynard Person, California
importance to the state and nation. Two nationally Elsie Bahnmaier Wizer, Arizona
recognized and respected Civil War historians are Kay Noe Muckenthaler, Missouri
saying that the events which occurred in Linda Stauffer, Iowa
Lecompton lead to the division of the Union and to Mae Norwood, Nebraska
the Civil War.
Ralph Hildenbrand, Michigan
Dr. Robert W. Johannsen said at the dedication Norma Jean Wilburn, California
that the name Lecompton became a household Harold Becker, Missouri
word, known to virtually every informed citizen in Donna Hildenbrand Levings, Iowa
the country. He also said the writing of the Robert Gray, Oklahoma
Lecompton Constitution was a major event in the Rosamond Barland, California
Elmer Zeeb, Missouri
coming of the Civil War.
This years Alumni invitations were created by
Kenneth M. Stampp in a New York Times book
review "Americain 1857" said that the events in Ed."Lee" Keating.
Lecompton were the fatal step that made disruption
LOCAL ARTIST HONORED
of the Union, and therefore Civil War all but
The
city of Lecompton named Ellen Duncan as
inescapable.
Five Presidents have a connection to the first resident artist for the city of Lecompton on
Ellen has completed many
Lecompton.
President Pierce sent territorial Territorial Day.
outstanding
paintings,
stamp cancellations, murals,
officials to Lecompton.
President Buchanan's
carvings
and
illustrations
over the years which have
Administration is judge for his failure to handle the
greatly
enhanced
the
city
and museum. Thanks
Lecompton situation. President Lincoln might not
have been elected president were it not for the Ellen for a job well done.
Lincoln-Douglas
debates
which
mention
"PROGRAMS"
Lecompton numerous times. President Authur
Trains by Marilyn Holt.
Sept.
14-0rphan
visited Lecompton as a young man and was asked
Oct.
12-CherokeeStrip
by Keith Lawton (?)
to represent an individual at a trial in our city.
Nov.
9-Civil
War
Monument
in Kansas by Randy
President Eisenhower's parents attended Lane
Theis.
University and were married in Lecompton.
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VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

1stplace-Ronda & Jeff Riner team
2nd place-Kim & Scott Proch team
3rd place-Jennifer Kibbee team

HORSESHOE TOURNAMENT
6 Man Round Robin
1st place-CharliePringle
2nd place-Ken Martin
3rd place-BobChristman

24. Picture of Starr School pupils from the estate of
Ula Smith by Maxine Hougland.
KANSAS STATE HISTORICAL MARKER
The following is the new text for the Kansas State
Historical Marker located in the Roadside Park on U.
S. Highway 40 and Eisenhower Memorial Drive.

CAPITAL
8 Man Round Robin
1st place-Bob Christman
2nd place-Carl Dunnaway
3rd place-David Robles
4th place- Todd Christman

LECOMPTON
OF KANSAS TERRITORY

In 1855,The new town of Lecompton became
the capital of Kansas Territory. The governor and
other officials established temporary offices in town
as construction proceeded on the elegant capitol
building. A federal land office drew people from all
--DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM-over the territory to register their land claims. The
territorial legislature, which was generally
Thanks to the following who have donated items to proslavery, met above the land office in
the museum or helped in some other way.
"Constitution Hall" in January 1857. In the fall, a
1. Maxine Dark for being in charge of the ice cream convention met in Constitution Hall and produced
social.
the famous Lecompton Constitution that would
2. Pat Istas for painting the bell and watering the have created Kansas as a slave state. The
flowers.
constitution was rejected after an intense national
3 A colored framed picture of Julia Springer by debate that contributed to the coming of the Civil
family and friends.
War. In part the Lecompton Constitution failed
4. Old newspaper by Mrs. Beulah Curran.
because the antislavery party won control of the
5. School books by Chet Gibbens.
territorial legislature in the election of October,
6. Old newspaper by Lois Hallanger
1857. The new legislature met in Constitution Hall
7. Lecompton High School banquet program, 1937 and immediately began to abolish the proslavery
class picture and school newspaper by Louise laws. Lecompton, however, had been branded as
Norwood.
a proslavery town, and the victorious antislavery
8. 3 family pictures by Ula Bates Armstrong.
force chose Topeka as the capital when Kansas
became a state in 1861.
9. Book from HazelleTaylor Dyer estate.
Constitution Hall, a National Historic Landmark,
10.Tableby SharonandRalphPorter.
.
11. The White House Dessert Collection by Sally still stands in Lecompton and is a state historic site.
Wright.
Part of the never-completed capitol later was rebuilt
12. Victory in Europe Poster by Virginia Wulfkuhle
as Lane University. President Dwight Eisenhower's
parents met while attending. Lane University and
13. 3 square dance pictures by Dorothy Shaner.
were married in Lecompton in 1885. The building
14. McClanahanGenealogy by Madalyn Scott.
15. Eisenhower booklet by Faye Talley.
now is listed on the National Register of Historic
16. Lane University Program by Naomi Huffman.
Places and is a museum of Territorial history.
17. 1895Kansas Annual Conference by Tim Rues.
NEW TOUR HOURS
18. Tablecloth, mink fur stole, Lane University program and picturesfrom Grace Brasher estate.
19. 1955Class Plaque by Roy Harding.
Lane University Museum: hours are Wednesday
20. Kansas Centennial Plate and Centennial jar by thru Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and
lona Spencer.
Sunday from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
21. Hand made oak peg rocking chair by Frank
Gwinn.
Constitution Hall hours are Wednesday thru
22. Hand made rug by Jesse Winter.
Saturday from 10:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday
23. President recipes and china by Julia Springer from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
from A. K. and Charlene Winter.

PROUD OF HER HOMETOWN
The following article was written by Susan
Thacker, a hometown girl of Lecompton who writes
for the Great Bend Tribune newspaper.
THE POUTICALL Y CORRECT PROSLAVERY CAPITAL
When I was growing up, Constitution Hall in
Lecompton was more commonly known as the Odd
Fellows building. It was down the street from City
Hall.
Both were sometimes used for Scout
meetings and other public functions. I cast my first
vote in a presidential election in that building in
1976.
The wood frame building didn't seem that
important to me as a child. Later my sixth-grade
teacher, Sara Walter, taught us Kansas history and
the important part Lecompton played in it. This
year, on June 24, Lecompton's Constitution Hall
was dedicated as a Kansas State Historical Society
museum, and more Kansans learned of its
importance.
Constitution Hall was built by Samuel J. Jones in
1856,with an addition in early 1857. The Kansas
Territorial Government convened there in 1857and
drafted a pro-slavery constitution in the upper story
of the building. Approved by the U. S. Senate, the
constitution would have brought Kansas into the
union as a slave state. However, it was later
rejected by the U. S. House and Kansans
themselves.
Early on, the building housed law offices, the
district court room and district land office. The
second territorial assembly met there, and two
Democratic political conventions were held there in
1857. It was also the Masonic Lodge No. 13meeting
room, and site of the constitutional convention.
In later years, it served as a dry goods store,
hotel, Lane University's dormitory, a boarding
house and the city council meeting room. During
my childhood, it was indeed owned by the Odd
Fellows, but in 1986,the title to the building was
given to the state historical society by Wint Winter
Sr. and Sen. Frank Gaines.
Lecompton once boasted a population of 5,000,
but it had only had 400 residents when I was
growing up. Nonetheless, we could brag about
something our county seat, Lawrence, could not:
The town named for Federal Judge Samuel D.
LeCompte had been the state's territorial capital for
six years.
Much of 19thcentury Lecomptonwas still intact in
the 1960swhen I explored its streets. The former

Windsor Hotel on the southeast corner of Elmore
(Main Street) and Woodson was the Evangelical
United Brethren Church. Later it became the
United Methodist Church.
The most famous building in town, Lane
University, was first designated to become the
capitol. After 1861,when Topeka was made the
capital of the new free state, the new college
building was built on the old capitol grounds. David
Eisenhower and Ida Stover, parents of President
Dwight D. Eisenhower, met while attending Lane
University in 1884. In 1903,the college transferred
to Holton.
When Lane Museum was opened, the town put
up a sign welcoming visitors to the Territorial
Capital. It noted that Eisenhower's parents met at
Lane University, and that the town was the proslavery capital of Kansas. This claim, while true,
apparently
offended
some
people,
who
complained about the content of the sign last year.
To my recollection, the residents of Lecompton
have never been particularly prejudiced, as small
Kansas towns go. They are simply aware of their
history and realize the part they played--even as a
losing party--in the state's clarification of its stand of
slavery and its place in the Union. Rather than turn
the heritage into another political battleground, the
residents in Lecompton took down the offending
sign.
THE KANSAS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
GAINED THE TITLE TO CONSTITUTION HALL
IN LECOMPTON IN 1986.
LAST MONTH,
AFTER YEARS OF RESTORATION, THE
BUILDING WAS DEDICATED AS A MUSEUM.

TERRITORIAL DAY A SUCCESS
Territorial Day was a great successeven tho it did
rain three times. Thanks to the following committee
members.
Roy and Marsha Paslay; Glenn and VICki
Malonee; Bob Christman, Gary Merritt; Greg and
Carol Howard; Lyle Fergus; Kevin Powell; Rich and
Karen McConnell; Tim Rues; Martin and Brenda
Hastert; Judy Kibbee; Nancy and Len Howard and
Paul Bahnmaier.
PARADE RESULTS
The following were float winners:
ADULTS:
1st place-Behlke& Goodrickfamilies
2nd place-BettyMitchellfamily
CHILDREN:
1st place-Merritt

boys

2nd place-Hastert children

CLASS

LECOMPTON CONSTITUTIONAL
(Taken from the "Kansas Historical Collections" Vol.
XVII 1926-1928) The story of "Wild Bill" James Butler
Hickok by Wm. E. Connelley.

At the election for the Lecompton Constitutional,
Dec. 21,1857,a Kentuckian called "Shanghai" and
one of the worst of the border ruffians, voted 25
times for the infamous instrument. He mounted a
whisky barrell and said he was going to vote 25
times more that day, and offered to bet $100.00that
he was the champion voter present. His challege
was accepted and the money put up.
The
opponent then established the fact that he had in
his possession a business directory of St. Louis,
and that he was voting in alphabetical order and had
only got half way through the "A" list. He had cast
nearly one hundred votes, so "Shanghai" lost. The
manner of voting was unique even for a border
ruffian in Kansas. A hole was cut in the ceiling
above the ballot box. The voter went into the garret
and thrust his hand through the hole. In his hand
was a ballot, and he called out a name. The election
officers took the ballot and recorded the name, but
did not see the voter at all.
"Shanghai" later lived at Atchison, Kansas and
was made famous by Senator John H. Ingalls, who
used him as the principal character in his wonder
essay "Catfish Aristocracy. "

OF 1935

In researching the history of the class of 1935 we
find the following as members, Dorothy Armstrong,
Clifford Brass, Chester Gibbens, Earl Goodrich
Eugene Harding, Homer McClanahan, Ruth
Morriss, Ruth Norwood, Raymond Scott, Russell
Sehon, Henrietta Slavens, Pearl Slusser, and
Dorothy Wolf. Valedictorian was Henrietta Slavens
and Salutatiorian was Homer McClanahan. Homer
McClanahan, Henrietta Slavens, Chet Gibbens, and
Ruth Norwood attended Lecompton all 12 years.
The fooball team went undefeated. Five players
went on to play sports after high school. Ray Scott
played for Ft. Scott Junior College; Russell Sehon
played professional baseball; Clifford Brass pitched
for Kansas University; Eugene Harding played
football for Ottawa University and Chet Gibbens
played for Kansas University. It was Chet who
kicked the extra point to help K. U. defeat Texas
University 19 to 18in 1938. Henrietta Slavens was
an outstanding basketball player. Ruth Morrisswas
also outstanding in softball and played many years
after high school on the Lecompton softball team.
Both the men and women basketball teams won
their respective leagues.
Their class also wrote a history of Lecompton. In
this book are interviews with many senior citizens in
1935.
All the males in this class served in World Word II.
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MEMBERSHIP

REPORT

DUANE D. CHILES died June 17,1995. He was
born April 28, 1933 in Lecompton, the son of
George and Ivah Mildred Glenn Chiles.
He
graduated from Lecompton High School in 1952.
He worked for FMC Corporation and also farmed.
He served in the Korean War. He married Naomi
Wilson in 1959. She survives. Other survivors
include a daughter, Rhonda Blankingship; four
brothers; Harold, Vernon, LeRoy and James; three
sisters; Nadine Manis, Frances Tindell and Mildred
Lester, two grandchildren. A son, Larry died in
1976.

Life Members
Dorothy (Checksfield) Smith
Marvin W. Maydew
Evelyn M White

OBITUARIES
IRENE S. VOGEL died May 20, 1995. She was
born Oct. 24, 1915,the daughter of Edward and
Magdalena Altenbern Schaake.
She was a
homemaker.
She graduated from Kansas
University in 1937. She was a member of the Trinity
Lutheran Church and many other organizations.
She was married John H. Vogel in 1939. He
survives; other survivors include a daughter, Nancy
S. Vogel and a son Jerry Vogel.

MARGARET EWING ROBARDS, passed away
May 28, 1995in Redlands, California. She was born
the daughter of Dwight and Anna Ewing January
11, 1926. She married Charles Robards February
14, 1946. He survives. Other survivors include,
two sons Roger and Michael Robards; two brothers
Gene and Randy Ewing; four grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren. Her mother Anna Ewing
Griggs also survives. She worked as an accounting
clerk for the county of Riverside.

ALLIE ELDER BANKS died July 30, 1995 in
rural Lecompton. She was born Oct. 1, 1902, at
Unwood, the daughter of William H. and Elizabeth
Holmes Elder. She was secretary at the University
of Kansas in the business and engineering schools
for 30 years before retiring in 1971. She was a
member of the Lecompton United Methodist
church, where she taught Sunday school for 22
years. She was also a long time active supporter of
things in Lecomton. She married Beattie Collins in
1926at Unwood. He died May 9, 1961.She married
Herman Banks in 1971at Axtel. He died Nov. 19,1986
Survivors include a stepson, James Banks,
Lecompton, two stepdaughters, Helen Crady,
Lawrence, and Elaine Daniels, Lecompton. one
sister, Nellie Nordstrom, Topeka; 22 step
grandchildren; and 10 great step grandchildren.
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